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I was a stranger and you welcomed me,

For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
I was naked and you clothed me,
I was sick and you visited me,

I was in prison and you came to me.

Welcome Home
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MISD board 
names Mize 
lone finalist

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

After culling through 45 
applications and interview-
ing six candidates over the 
past two weeks, the Mineo-
la ISD board of trustees has 
unanimously chosen Cody 
Mize as the lone finalist for 
the superintendent posi-
tion. 

“We are excited to name 
Cody Mize as our lone final-
ist and look forward to his 
coming on the board after 

the 21-day waiting period. 
We had a number of high 
quality applicants from 
which to choose, but Mr. 
Mize’s experience and track 
record put him at the top,” 
said Board President John 
Abbott. 

Mize is the superinten-
dent of Winona ISD, a posi-
tion he has held since 2016. 
He is a graduate of Mineola 
High School, received his 
bachelor’s degree from Tex-

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Lake Fork Stables, a small eques-
trian facility in Yantis, opened its 
gates in 2017 for horse boarding. 
By 2018, they had overnight facil-
ities and were offering riding les-
sons on retired racehorses.

Valerie Mellema noticed that in 
Wood County there was a huge 
gap in resources. As a retirement 
community in a low-income area, 
there seemed to be two extremes 
– wealthy retired and struggling 
families. She wanted to meet the 
needs of both.

She was inspired by a medical 
student in Oklahoma who was 
fundraising to purchase riding 
clothes and equipment and to of-
fer free or low cost riding lessons 

to children from low-income fam-
ilies.

Mellema had an idea to combine 
her passion for retired thorough-
bred racehorses with her desire to 
serve special needs and underpriv-
ileged kids in the area.

The retired horses would get a 
chance at a second career rather 
than being sent to kill pens or auc-
tions. They have been trained as 
companion animals, lesson horses 
or for therapeutic riding programs 
such as the ones Mellema offers.

The children who work with 
these horses experience decreased 
anxiety and stress and are more 
equipped for challenges and 
changes.

Within a short amount of time, 
Mellema was offering many pro-
grams to the community and vis-

itors and obtaining status as a 
501(c)3 public charity.

In October, Mellema launched 
the Riders Up youth mentorship 
program at Lake Fork Stables of-
fering free or reduced-cost riding 
lessons for low income families 
and high functioning special needs 
students. 

She has also partnered with 
Horses4Heroes, a national 
non-profit program that offers half 
price lessons to military and first 
responders families.

The programs are open to chil-
dren age 6-18 in Wood, Hopkins 
and Rains Counties. Students learn 
life skills such as multi-tasking, fo-
cus, coordination, balance, memo-
ry and more. The lessons focus on 

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

There will be no change to 
the city of Mineola sign or-
dinance.

As a result, at least two 
off-premise signs will have 
to be removed.

The city council took no 
action Monday on a request 
to change the sign ordi-
nance to allow such signs.

The planning and zoning 
commission had also rec-
ommended no change.

The issue was raised after 
a sign on South Pacific St. 
was erected last spring for a 
downtown business.

Other than those grandfa-
thered at the time the ordi-
nance was approved more 
than 10 years ago, no busi-
ness may have a sign not lo-
cated on its property.

Fire Marshal David Mad-
sen said the owner was ap-
proached about the viola-
tion and agreed to move it 
once the area dried out.

But the sign still was not 
moved, at which time Mad-

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

The Mineola Civic Center has an-
nounced plans for a major renovation 
of the 42-year old facility.

The upgrades were first announced 
at a holiday event on Dec. 5 and shared 
during the annual public meeting Dec. 
11.

Carol Harder said the civic center 
board conducted a study beginning in 
July 2018 to determine why the facility 
was under-utilized.

The result was a determination that 
some changes were needed. While 
mostly cosmetic, the facility had lost 
some of its luster.

As a result the facility has not been 
competitive with newer structures with 
all the modern conveniences offered by 

technology and other upgraded equip-
ment, such as the commercial kitchen.

The board has retained an architect 
who has done preliminary drawings of 
what the upgrades might look like.

The responses have been positive, 
Harder said.

The next steps include interviewing a 
grant writer and a capital funds consul-
tant to come up with ways to pay for 
the project, estimated in the range of 
$3.5 to $5 million.

Among the improvements are out-
side patio areas off the front corners 
of the building, handicap accessibility 
at the front and an entrance area more 
accommodating to larger crowds upon 
their arrival.

“We want to create a better Meredith 
Hall to be the crown jewel of Mineola,” 
she said.

Updates to the stage are planned 
along with improvements to the small-
er meeting areas and state of the art 
lighting and sound.

“Get excited with us and tell your 
friends,” she said.

New board President Pan Thurman 
said this will be a long-term project.

It will necessitate the center to be 
closed during the renovations.

During the committee reports, it was 
noted that the center roof was replaced 
during the year. In addition to repair-
ing some leaks, it is also paying divi-
dends with lower utility costs.

The center also no longer employees 
kitchen staff, and catering is being con-
tracted to Brad Coburn who operates 
the Red Dome Smokehouse in Quit-
man and Uncle Bubba’s in Mineola.

Civic center reveals plans for major upgrades

Horse-riding lessons prove therapeutic for kids

The Reindeer Run at Mineola Elementary School Friday helped raise funds for 
juvenile arthritis. Addyson Fuillington goes through a green cloud. See story 
page Two. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

All the hard work and 
chaotic days of fundraising, 
sorting and packing have 
paid off. Mineola Caring & 
Sharing has successfully ac-
complished its objective of 
serving those in need in the 
Mineola ISD area this holi-
day season. 

On Dec. 14, distribution 

day, volunteers saw the 
fruits of their labor as they 
loaded gifts, food, Christ-
mas stockings and more 
into the vehicles of recipi-
ents. 

This year, 247 families 
were served. Of those fam-
ilies, 386 were children, 87 
were teens and 141 were se-
nior citizens.

Mineola Caring & Sharing 
board is thankful for all the 

hard work and dedication 
of their volunteers and for 
the opportunity they have 
to help their neighbors year 
after year.

The next board meeting 
will be Jan. 20 at 6 p.m. at 
the Methodist Ministry 
Center on Newsom St. They 
will be accepting nomina-
tions for board members 
and a new chairperson.

Valerie Mellema with a pair of horses at Lake Fork Stables. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)

DeCoryeon Berry, with hand cart; Todd Morgan, setting a box of turkey; and Linda Fry, with grocery basket help load 
items for families Saturday on distribution day for Caring and Sharing’s annual Christmas giveaway. (Monitor photo 
by Sam Major)

Caring and Sharing serves 247 families
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add or change a listing to 
the calendar, email
editor@wood.cm

or news@wood.cm
or call 903-569-2442

or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 406 E. Lane Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 7 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN – meets second and 
fourth Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United 
Methodist Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
Boy Scouts Troop 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English enton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, August 
and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 1062 W 
Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
UT Health Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy John-
son, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 

the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED Test Support - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent with 
QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quit-
man 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 6 p.m., in 
middle school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy 
cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
Quilts of Valor group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last Wednes-
day of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., Mineola, to 
make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.

QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room. 
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
Wood County Aggie Moms - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at Speakeasy 
in Quitman (except in January, June, July and August), 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
Wood County Pct. 2 Constable Explorers – first Thursday, 6:30 
p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Wood County tax office to open Dec. 26
Wood County Tax Asses-

sor-Collector Carol Taylor 
announces that her court-
house office will be open for 
business on Thursday, Dec. 
26, despite other county of-
fices being closed for an offi-
cial county holiday.

Official county holidays 

are Dec. 24-26, but the tax 
office will be taking off Dec. 
23-25. Taylor said her office 
does not get much traffic 
right before Christmas but 
expects it to be busy once 
the holiday passes and cit-
izens take care of year-end 
business, especially vehicle 

registrations and property 
taxes.

Courthouse substations 
will be closed on the 26th.

The tax office will also re-
main open on New Year’s 
Eve, Dec. 31, for regular 
hours until 4:45 p.m.

The steps necessary to 
achieve the Boy Scouts of 
America’s Eagle Scout rank 
take years to fulfill and in-
clude a final worthwhile 
community service project, 
as well as a lengthy review 
process. That’s why only 
four percent of Scouts attain 
this top goal.  

In an Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor held Nov. 2, two 
Scouts from Quitman Boy 
Scout Troop 36 secured their 
place among the best of the 
best by attaining this lofty 
merit. These newly-mint-
ed Eagle Scouts are 17-year 
old Austin Brown of Mine-
ola and 17-year old Hunter 
Huggins of Quitman.

Before the final required 
service project, each Eagle 
Scout was required to earn 
21 merit badges. Brown and 
Huggins exceeded what 
was required, which add-
ed three palms to their fi-
nal rank (a palm is earned 
for every five merit badges 
earned beyond the required 
21).

As part of his Eagle Ser-
vice Project, Brown de-
signed, built, decorated and 
installed a metal deposit 
box for American flags that 
have been taken out of ser-
vice. The BSA is one of the 
few organizations that have 
an official code for proper 
flag retirement, and they 
hold reverent and digni-
fied ceremonies to properly 
burn retired U.S. flags per 
the U.S. Flag Code.

The completed box is in-
stalled on 406 E. Lane Street 
in Quitman, and the public 
is invited to deposit their 
worn flags, which will be 
properly disposed of by the 
Scouts. In a separate and 
equally ambitious project, 
Huggins designed, built 
and decorated a brick fire 
pit with a metal cover. This 
fire pit was an independent 
project but dovetails nicely 
with the retirement box, as 
it will be used in the official 
flag retirement ceremonies.   

Each Scout merit badge 
requires detailed activity 

and achievements. But the 
final Eagle Project is broad-
er in scope, calling on the 
Scout to use many skills to 
include budgeting, plan-
ning and leadership, as well 
as community outreach.

Brown has been a Scout 
since 2009. He is the son 
of Jill and Tommy Brown 
of Mineola. He is a senior 
at Van High School where 
he is a drum major of the 
Mighty Vandal Band, mem-
ber of the NHS and a team 
six Wood Chuck. After high 
school he plans to attend 
Texas A&M, where he will 
study civil engineering.  

Huggins has been a Scout 
since 2008, and he is a senior 
at Quitman High School 
where he plays football and 
runs track. His is the son of 
Joy and the late Tim Hug-
gins of Quitman. After high 
school, Huggins plans to at-
tend UTI in Dallas.

Since its formation in 1988, 
Boy Scout Troop 36, has 
produced 38 Eagle Scouts.

Quitman pair earns prestigious Eagle badge
Eagle Scout Hunter HugginsEagle Scout Austin Brown

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Mineola Elementary 
School had its second annual 
Reindeer Color Run on Fri-
day, Dec. 13. Students who 
collected $5 or more in do-
nations were able to partici-
pate in the 1-mile run.  They 
raised over $2,300 to donate 
to the Arthritis Foundation.

MES plans to have the run 
yearly, honoring a student 
who gets to choose where 
the funds go. Last year it 
went to a local nonprofit.

This year, run honoree 
Hunter Ballard chose the 
Arthritis Foundation as the 
recipient in support of his 
little sister Avery, who suf-
fers from juvenile arthritis.

This summer, because of 
intense knee pain, Hunter’s 
parents, Nicole and Robbie 
Ballard, thought that he too 
had developed juvenile ar-
thritis.

While playing at the Base-
ball World Series game in 
July, his knee pain got so bad 
that he could hardly walk. 

In August, the Ballards 
took Hunter to a rheumatol-
ogist who ruled out arthritis, 
but in September, he was 
diagnosed with osteochon-
dritis dissecans (OCD) of the 
knees.

OCD occurs when small 
pieces of bone and cartilage 
in a part of a joint separate 
from bone around it. It is 
most common in the knee 
joint, as in Hunter’s case. 

Overuse of a joint and re-
peated stress make a child 
more likely to develop OCD, 
and children who are ath-

letes are more often afflicted 
than non-athletes. It’s most 
common in boys ages 10-16 
and may be genetic.

The symptoms of joint 
soreness, swelling, pain, 
stiffness and limping are of-
ten confused with arthritis.

The goal is to heal the joint 
without surgery if possible. 
Once diagnosed, patients 
are put on a six-month rest 
with no physical activity as 
Hunter has been. For an ac-
tive 10 year old boy, it has 
been torturous. 

“He hasn’t handled it 
well,” says his mom, Nicole. 
“He’s sad about not playing 
baseball.”

Hunter has been dedicated 
to baseball since he was very 
young. He started playing at 
four years old and has been 
playing travel ball as a catch-
er since he was six. Now, the 
only thing he has ever real-
ly enjoyed has been taken 
away from him. 

Hunter goes back to the 
doctor in February to see if 
the six-month rest has been 
successful. Nicole says she 
has seen improvements, but 
his knees still occasional-
ly give out and he falls. He 
says his knees feel like Jello 
and like they’re bruised.

In February, if his knees 
are healed, he won’t have to 
endure surgery, but if they 
aren’t, he’ll have surgery on 
both knees.

Once his knees are healed, 
Hunter can return to his be-
loved baseball, but he will 
not be a catcher again.

Because of the trauma to 
the knee joints, the chance of 
him developing arthritis is 
significantly higher. 

This scare has made Hunt-
er keenly aware of what his 
sister deals with daily, and 
that is why he has chosen 
to send 100% of the money 
raised from the run to the ar-
thritis foundation.

Color run benefits juvenile arthritis

Nicole and Robbie Ballard, with Avery and Hunter. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)
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Letters to the Editor
Dear editor:
Mineola Soccer Associ-

ation would like to thank 
the Civic Center board for 
allowing us to play at the 
Civic Center fields over the 
years. The MSA and the Civ-
ic Center Board had met in 
November to initially extend 
the contract to MSA for the 
Spring 2020 season; howev-
er, the CC Board told MSA 
that the Civic Center was not 
a permanent location and 
that MSA needed to still be 
actively looking for another 
location.

The Mineola Soccer Asso-
ciation reached out to Coach 
Turner, the high school soc-
cer coach, to see if he had 
any ideas or suggestions to 
help us find a new soccer 
home. Coach Turner took 
time out of his busy sched-
ule and came up with a pro-

posal to the MISD school 
board to permanently house 
the MSA behind the MISD 
middle school. In Novem-
ber, the MISD school board 
voted to house the MSA as 
suggested by Coach Turn-
er. The proposal stated that 
the MSA would start their 
spring 2020 soccer season at 
the new location as request-
ed. The MSA would like to 
thank Coach Turner for tak-
ing an active role in this en-
deavor and helping the MSA 
find a permanent soccer 
home. MSA would also like 
to thank the school board 
for approving the proposal. 
MSA really appreciates the 
support from Coach Turner 
and MISD School board.

MSA is very excited about 
their future and helping the 
children in Mineola and sur-
rounding areas enjoy the 
benefits and camaraderie 
that team sports can offer.
Thanks again, 
Kelly Peebles 
and Brenda Silva
Board members of Mineola 
Soccer Association

Dear editor:
We would like to take this 

time to thank all who helped 
the Mercy Mall of Quitman 
and Myrtle Springs Baptist 
Church of Quitman in their 
effort to provide meals to 
families in need at Thanks-
giving.

Thanks to the efforts of 
many volunteers and dona-
tions from members of Myr-
tle Springs Baptist Church, 
the Mercy Mall was able to 
meet the goal providing 100 
meals.

We would like to thank 
the Mineola Walmart for 
their support in this project. 
With a special thanks to the 
Grocery Manager Grego-
ry, the Bakery Manager Jeff 
along with Kristen, the Meat 
Manager John also Colton, 
Courtney and Carol in Cus-
tomer Service. Each of these 
individuals made special 
effort to be of assistance to 
us. Gregory took time out of 
his day to help locate items, 
count, load and sort the dry 
goods needed. Jeff made sure 
that the pies and rolls we 

needed were available and 
Kristen helped load them. 
Jeff worked with the suppli-
er and arranged for a special 
delivery of the rolls. John 
worked with us making sure 
we were able to purchase the 
turkey gift cards needed and 
Colton along with Courtney 
scanned and loaded all 100 
gift cards. Carol provided us 
with bags for packaging the 
meals. Each of these went 
beyond what was expected 
of them to make this effort a 
success.

Also a special thanks to 
Tim Raemisch for making 
sure that the rolls needed for 
the meals were available and 
for donating 50 packages of 
rolls.

Once again the Mercy Mall 
and Myrtle Springs Baptist 
Church would like to thank 
each and everyone who 
helped make this project a 
success.
Janet Toto, Director
Mercy Mall, Quitman
Charles Boston
Myrtle Springs Baptist 
Church, Quitman

pol. adv. pd. for by the J. BradMcCampbell Campaign

McCampbell

Quitman, TX
903-763-4989
www.bankatcnb.bank

will make an appearance
Dec. 20th from 2pm to 4pm
Cookies & punch will be served,
& guests are encouraged
to bring their cameras!

Santa

SW corner of FM 778 at CR 2590/3250
Mineola, TX 75773 • 903-967-2210

Hubbard Chapel
Baptist Church

Miles Pike
in concert

4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5��

Mineola FFA Ag Advocacy Team traveled to Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville on Friday, Dec. 6 to compete in Texas FFA Leadership Development 
Events. Sunni Ruffin, Ava Johnson and Claudia Barriga placed 3rd in the State 
Agricultural Advocacy Leadership Development Event Contest.

The Quitman High School FFA Broadcasting team came in third place at state 
competition held at Sam Houston State University, Huntsville. They are (left to 
right) Lucy Brannon, Jentri Jackson and Mason Reynolds.  

These three young ladies from the Quitman FFA team took home eighth place
honors in Greenhand Agriculture Skills at the state meet in Huntsville. They 
are (left to right) Kameron Farnham, Macy Frazier and Meagan Hornaday. 

The Quitman FFA Greenhand Chapter Conducting team placed ninth in state 
competition at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. They are (back, 
left to right) Logan Simpkins, Maddie Fetterolf, Lila Park, Joisalyn Tarno and 
Kennedi Elmore; (front, left to right) Mattison Smith, Keiana Davis, Kenley 
Carr and Kinlee Baker.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

A request to allow golf 
carts to operate on city 
streets gained no traction 
from the Mineola City Coun-
cil Monday.

Derek McCann said he is 
legally blind, and his cart 
is his only means to access 

groceries, the pharmacy 
and such to help care for his 
mother.

Police Chief Chuck Bittner 
reviewed state law and rules 
adopted by other cities.

In each case where a city 
did allow the carts, they do 
require a drivers license. 
McCann said his eyesight 
prevents him from obtaining 

a license.
Golf carts are not designed 

for road use, Bittner said.
The danger in operating 

them is not necessarily from 
the person driving, he add-
ed.

“My opinion is we do not 
want them operating on the 
street,” he said.

Council member Jayne 
Lankford told McCann she 
is concerned for his safety 
with the danger posed by 
driving a cart on city streets.

Mineola council rules out use of golf carts on streets

Notice! REPUBLIC SERVICES
will not be providing garbage pickup
on Christmas and New Years Day.

All garbage scheduled forWednesday
will be picked up onThursday.

All garbage scheduled forThursday
will be picked up on Friday.

All garbage scheduled for Friday
will be picked up on Saturday.

wishes you happy holidays!
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903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

JusticeJustice

Big JohnBig John

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Friday, Dec. 20 - Country Fried Steak w/ Gravy, Peas &
Carrots, Spiced Mixed Fruit, Dinner Roll, Milk

Monday, Dec. 23 - (Christmas Meal) Sliced Ham,
Cranberry Orange Glaze, Green Beans, Au Gratin
Potatoes (new), Dinner Roll, Pumpkin Pie, Milk

Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Beef with Gravy & Peppers, Parslied
Potatoes, Hot Spiced Peaches, Wheat Bread, Milk

Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Swedish Meatballs, Broccoli,
Spiced Pears, Wheat Bread, Milk

Thursday, Dec. 26 - Lemon Pepper Fish, Wild Rice,
Mixed Vegetables, Wheat Bread, Carnival Cookie Milk
Tartar Sauce

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

Best Merry Christmas – Cheryl’s Lake Country Florist at 102 E. Broad. Shown 
from left, Cheryl Wood, owner; Rose Petrea, employee; Jason Ray, chairman 
of Mineola Main Street Advisory Board.

Best Use of Theme – In Times Past at 116 S. Johnson, Shown from left, Jason 
Ray, chairman of Mineola Main Street Advisory Board; Craig Garrett, owner; 
Paula Garrett.

Best Meaning of Christmas – Count Your Blessings at 118 S. Johnson. Shown 
from left, Gayle Fuller, owner; Jason Ray, chairman of Mineola Main Street 
Advisory Board.

Mineola Main Street holiday window decorating contest winners

QPL Story Time will be back 
from holiday break on Wednes-
day, Jan. 8 at 2 p.m. The program 
is designed for preschoolers 
and home-schooled students. 
Special thanks go to Peoples 
Communications – Quitman for 
sponsoring this year’s crafts. For more 
information, contact Terri Bennett at 
903-763-4191. 

A holiday collection of books for 
pleasure reading, movies with a holi-
day theme, and books with recipe and 
decorating ideas to make Christmas 
extra special are displayed near the 
check-out desk. Check out what’s new 
at the Quitman Public Library.

The Wood County TX Genealogical 
Society invites researchers to com-
memorate their family’s rich and deep 
history this holiday season. The society 
has workshops on the third Monday 
of each month at 7 p.m. in the Sham-
burger Community Room. For more 
information, contact David Gilbreath 
at 972-977-7988 and visit the society’s 
Facebook page at http://www.face-
book.com/groups/woocotx.

Knitting and crochet instruc-
tion class meets each Thursday, 
2-4 p.m. in the library’s main 
lobby. Students of all ages and 
skill levels may bring their own 
supplies and join the group for 
free instruction.

Start off your new year with the right 
job. Jim Kinsel from Workforce Solu-
tions of East Texas will be at the library 
on Friday, Jan. 3 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
to assist job seekers. No appointment 
is necessary. If you are ready to earn 
your GED, test preparatory course as-
sistance is available on Tuesdays (lan-
guage arts) and Fridays (mathematics) 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Visit www.ged.
com to create your online account.

The public is invited to attend the 
Friends of the Quitman Public Library 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 14. Special 
guest will be local author Joe Boyd 
who will discuss her newest book “A 
Spiritual Awakening: Volume II.” You 
may sign up for the monthly emailed 
Friends of the Quitman Public Library 
Newsletter by contacting Rebekah 
Yeager at 903-763-4191. Friends is an 

active group of volunteers dedicated 
to the growth and improvement of the 
library and welcomes new members 
throughout the year.

The 2nd Friday Acoustical Jam is Jan. 
10 from 6-9 p.m. in the library commu-
nity room. Musicians of all ages and 
musical levels are invited to join in. 
There is an open mic set-up for those 
who wish to perform. Listeners are al-
ways welcome. For more information, 
call Eugene Allen at 903-975-5745.

Visit the library’s online catalog at 
http://quitman.biblionix.com/catalog 
to see all the latest books, audiobooks, 
and DVDs ready to be checked out. 
Also, download the OverDrive® app 
to connect to our library’s newest ad-
ditions of eBooks, audiobooks and 
streaming video.  

Hours are Tuesday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Visit our pages 
at www.quitmanlibrary.org and www.
facebook.com/quitmanpubliclibrary. 
Wi-Fi is available 24/7. Notary service 
is available at the library during regular 
business hours.

Quitman Library Connections
BY LIBRARIAN DELENE ALLEN

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Wood County Commis-
sioners discussed three ar-
eas of concern in a work-
shop Friday.

The first concerned Reve-
nue Stream, a bill auditing 
company, represented by 
owner Danielle Windsor.

“We go in and look for 
ways to reduce your oper-
ating expenses. We do all 
of our work on a contin-
gency basis, a pay for per-
formance model where we 
bill a percentage of what we 
find,” Windsor said. “Our 
approach is always to start 
with your current vendors 
and suppliers by doing an 
in-depth billing audit to 
make sure you are being 
billed correctly according 
to the contracts already in 
place. It’s the fastest way 
to generate savings and the 
least disruptive for your 
staff.” 

“At the end of the day this 
costs the county nothing,” 
said County Judge Lucy 

Hebron. “There are no out 
of pocket fees, no retainer, 
no upfront fee, you only 
pay like going to a lawyer 
on a contingency plan. Un-
less they recover some sort 
of savings for you there are 
no out of pocket charges.”

“We try to buy in Wood 
County,” said Precinct 4 
Commissioner Russell Ack-
er. “We also even try to 
buy in our precinct. I know 
where I can go and find a 
cheaper product than I can 
in Winnsboro, Texas, but 
they don’t pay my sala-
ry, they don’t pay taxes in 
Wood County. We are look-
ing to keep as much business 
in Wood County as we can 
even though it may be more 
expensive. We can walk 
across the street to Peoples 
Communications if we have 
a problem. We don’t have 
to get online somewhere or 
call somebody. It may not 
be the cheapest, but yet it’s 
right here and they employ 
a couple of hundred people 
in Wood County and they 
all pay taxes in Wood Coun-

ty. That’s something we 
look at as commissioners. 
These people have voted us 
in to oversee their money.”

The commissioners will 
study the proposal and they 
want to know other mu-
nicipalities and/or school 
districts the company has 
served before deciding.

Laura Wise from the 
Wood County Elections Of-
fice spoke concerning the 
upcoming primary elec-
tions. “According to the 
state, there has been a law-
suit filed against the tem-
porary branch voting loca-
tions. They are now going 
to allow us to be open the 
last two days only instead 
of the full 10 days. It would 
be a huge savings to the 
county,” Wise said. 

Wise also discussed vot-
ing locations in Mineola.

“Mineola City Hall has 
said we could use their fa-
cility, but also First United 
Methodist Church of Mine-
ola has called me numerous 
times. Paul Thomason, pas-
tor of the church, is really 

wanting us to use their fa-
cility and he said he would 
make it work. If it’s only 
for the two days, it is not a 
problem at all,” Wise said. 
“Thomason would like to 
find out a way to use them 
every election.”

Hebron added, “They 
have a huge parking lot and 
I know that was one of the 
concerns at city hall with 
the lack of parking. For the 
elderly it was difficult.”

They also discussed doing 
joint voting places with the 
Republican and Democratic 
parties. Wise told them it 
would be cheaper to have 
the joint sites as opposed to 
separate sites. 

There was also a discus-
sion about the use of county 
facilities by non-profit orga-
nizations.

Commissioner Precinct 2 
Jerry Gaskill expressed his 
concerns.

“We are building new 
buildings just to have 
enough room now, so we 

First Christian Church in 
Mineola will host a Christ-
mas Eve service at 5 p.m. in 
the newly renovated sanc-
tuary at 209 N. Pacific St.

The service will include 

special music including so-
los and a quartet, Scripture 
readings, Christmas carols, 
candle lighting and com-
munion.

STABLE From page 1

safety and horsemanship, 
and students use an online 
curriculum that corresponds 
with the riding lessons.

Within a week of starting 
the programs, Mellema had 
eight students, four of which 
are on the autism spectrum. 
The results have been pow-
erful. She has seen her stu-
dents gain self-esteem, pa-
tience and trust. They leave 
their lessons feeling empow-
ered and carry that over into 
their daily lives.

“Out here, they’re just nor-
mal kids. The horse doesn’t 
care about differences or ex-
pectations,” says Mellema.

For Mellema, it seems ev-
erything has fallen into place 
over the last few years at 
Lake Fork Stables. They are 
growing slowly so as not to 
become overwhelmed or 
overdo the horses. 

Their operating budget is 
small, but Mellema is work-
ing hard to expand their re-
sources. With a goal to have 
another full-time paid in-
structor, she is fundraising 
and hoping for corporate 
sponsors who also see the 

benefit of the program to the 
community.

She has applied to the Tex-
as Thoroughbred Associa-
tion Paddock Foundation 
for a grant. The Paddock 
Foundation is a nonprofit 
corporation that advances 
the care of thoroughbred 
racehorses after their racing 
careers have ended by sup-
porting rescue, retirement, 
rehabilitation, retraining 
and rehoming. There are 
only a few thoroughbred 
rescues in Texas including 
Lake Fork Stables.

If she receives the grant, 
Mellema plans to build a 
proper tack room, install 
more fencing, get another 
lesson horse and buy much 
needed equipment.

Additionally, she is work-
ing with a Bluebonnet Feeds 
representative to get dis-
counted feed which would 
be a huge financial help.

Within five years, Melle-
ma’s aim is to have five les-
son horses and a covered 
arena to provide lessons in 
any weather.

Learn more about the 
programs offered at www.
lakeforkstables.com or 
contact Mellema at 903-366-
3052 for more information. 

First Christian Church-Mineola plans 
Christmas Eve candlelight service

Commissioners review service to save funds on purchases

See COUNTY, Page 9A



Mineola Police Report Wood County Sheriff’s Report
DEC. 4

8:31 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 near Quit-
man about criminal trespass. 
Deputies spoke with all parties 
and cleared the incident.

9:57 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 1795 near Haw-
kins about a theft. Someone 
stole several items from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

11:28 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party concern-
ing credit/debit card abuse on 
PR 5808 near Yantis. Deputies 
gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

2:25 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2290 near Mine-
ola concerning a welfare check. 
The individual was located and 
transported to the hospital.

4:50 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2745 near Mine-
ola about a disturbance. Parties 
separated for the night.

10:38 p.m. Darilene Bena-
vides, 43, of Quitman was arrest-
ed for an outstanding warrant. 

DEC. 5
3:45 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on CR 
3428 near Hawkins. Omar Marti-
nez, 34, of Mineola was arrested 
for driving while intoxicated – 
second offense.

8:41 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3148 near Quit-
man about a theft. Someone 
stole several items from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

10:05 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about 
a fraud on Red Leaf Lane near 
Hawkins. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

10:12 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4575 near Winns-
boro concerning a theft. Some-
one stole several items from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

11:55 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party in refer-
ence to fraud on PR 6645 near 
Mineola. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

12:50 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle on 
Loop 564 near Mineola. Dep-
uties located the vehicle and 

cleared the incident.
2:27 p.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party in reference 
to a scam on CR 3230 near Quit-
man. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

8:52 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 312 near Winns-
boro in reference to an inquest. 
A male, 26, was found deceased 
at his residence. This case has 
been forwarded to another agen-
cy.

9:51 p.m. David Martinez, 29, 
of Quitman was arrested for 
assault causes bodily injury of 
family/household member - im-
pede breathing/circulation after 
deputies were dispatched to CR 
4918 near Quitman concerning a 
disturbance.

DEC. 6
2:18 a.m. Kenneth McDade, 

30, of Lindale was arrested for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance after deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Hwy. 37 near 
Mineola.

10:22 p.m Deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Loop 564 near 
Mineola. Andrew Miller, 37, of 
Mineola was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated.

DEC. 7
5:13 p.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 1975 near Yantis 
in reference to a disturbance. 
Deputies spoke with all parties 
involved and they separated for 
the night.

12:27 p.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party in refer-
ence to a scam on Comanche 
near Quitman. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

2:56 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
criminal mischief on CR 1226 
near Quitman. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

DEC. 8
1:47 p.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to Hwy. 69 near Mineola 
in reference to a reckless driver. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

2:14 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a pos-
sible criminal trespass on Hwy. 
80 near Mineola. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

11:28 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2966 near Quit-
man about a dispute. Deputies 

spoke with all parties involved 
and cleared the incident.

DEC. 9
4:11 p.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party in reference 
to a possible theft on FM 779 
near Alba. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

4:27 p.m. Scott Booth, 41, of 
Groves, was arrested for assault 
causes bodily injury family vio-
lence and outstanding warrants. 
Deputies were dispatched to CR 
3900 near Hawkins in reference 
to an assault.

7:11 p.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to CR 3955 near 
Hawkins in reference to a dis-
turbance. Deputies issued a 
criminal trespass warning and 
cleared the incident.

7:31 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on Hwy. 
80 near Mineola. Alex Braswell, 
31, of Hawkins was arrested for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. 

5:27 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3984 near Winns-
boro about disturbance. James 
Cox, 41, of Winnsboro was 
arrested for interference with 
public duties and resist arrest, 
search or transport.

DEC. 10
1:52 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on FM 
515 near Alba. Deputies located 
the vehicle and cleared the inci-
dent.

7:37 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 1795 near Haw-
kins about a disturbance. Jerry 
Trimble, 71, of Hawkins was ar-
rested for assault. 

4:17 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
suspicious vehicle on CR 2370 
near Alba. Deputies advised the 
reporting party that extra patrol 
would be provided.

7:22 p.m. Cristy Batchelor, 
46, of Frankston was arrested 
for possession of a controlled 
substance. Deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Hwy. 69 near 
Mineola. 

7:37 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1975 near Yantis 
in reference to a dispute. Depu-
ties made contact with the indi-
viduals and determined it was a 
civil matter.

10:27 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 515 near Como 
about a dispute. Parties were 
separated for the night.

NOV. 28
12:30 p.m. A debit card was 

located at a local bank ATM and 
turned in. The debit card was re-
turned to the owner.

12:53 p.m. A shopper in Stage 
reported their cell phone stolen 
and tracked the phone to Jack-
sonville. The complainant left 
before an officer could get more 
information.

7:10 p.m. Amanda Loyd, 24, of 
Irving, was arrested after a traffic 
stop on Greenville Avenue for a 
Wood County warrant. 

8:26 p.m. An officer assist-
ed a family that was walking to 
Walmart by giving them a ride 
from Greenville Avenue.

NOV. 29
5:29 p.m. An officer provided 

assistance to a stranded motorist 
by taking them to get parts and 
returned the driver to his vehicle 
on N. Pacific St. The officer as-
sisted the driver to get the vehi-
cle running again. 

7:25 p.m. An officer assisted a 
Wood County Deputy with a traf-
fic stop on E. Broad St.

11:03 p.m. Walmart reported 
three or four people in the park-
ing lot yelling and using foul lan-
guage. An officer spoke with the 
group of kids that were talking 
and catching up. They were 
warned about the language.

NOV. 30
1:04 p.m. A wallet was turned 

in that was found at Newsom and 
E. McDonald St.

DEC. 1
9:18 p.m. Wood County S.O. 

requested assistance for a dep-
uty at Loop 564 and Hwy. 69 
North. An officer assisted.

DEC. 2
3:28 a.m. An officer contacted 

EMS to respond to a traffic stop 
on S. Pacific when the driver re-
ported having a medical issue.

10:32 a.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on E. 
McDonald St. Officers deter-
mined one party had already left, 
and the resident did not wish to 
pursue charges when she was 
pushed by her boyfriend. A family 
violence report was written.

12:58 p.m. A local business 
reported someone attempted to 
cash checks with their business 
logo.

4:13 p.m. A report was received 
in reference to two males getting 
items from a dumpster that was 
in front of a vacant residence on 
W. Kilpatrick St.

7:45 p.m. Shanna Genean 
Morgan, 42, of Lindale was ar-
rested for possession of a con-
trolled substance over 1 gram 
under 4 grams (meth) after she 
was stopped on N. Johnson St. 
for a traffic violation.

8:08 p.m. An officer assisted 
EMS on a medical call on Max-
ine Drive. 

9:48 p.m. A resident on Heri-
tage Drive wanted a subject tres-
passed from their residence.

DEC. 3
1:08 p.m. Criminal mischief 

was reported at a residence on 
Giles St. when the resident re-
ported they are moving, and 
someone broke the windows on 
the residence. A directive patrol 
was issued.

5:53 p.m. A resident on Elliott 
St. reported someone broke into 
their vehicle at MISD parking lot 
and went through their vehicle at 
their residence. The vehicle bur-
glary at the school was reported 
to the MISD Police Department.

6:08 p.m. A man reported his 
girlfriend bit him during an argu-
ment at her residence on Land-
ers St. Officers spoke to both 
parties. He did not wish to file 
charges and she reported she 
was defending herself. The man 
was transported to a motel for 
the night. 

DEC. 4
7:32 a.m. Brandon Wayne 

Sharp, 45, of Mineola was ar-
rested on a Smith County assault 
warrant after he was reported as 
a suspicious person at a vacant 
residence on W. Kilpatrick.

8:08 a.m. An officer spoke with 
a woman at a residence on E. 
McDonald St. that moved the day 
before but was reportedly back at 
the residence. The incident was 
determined to be a civil issue, 
but the ex-resident reported she 
would be leaving by the end of 
the day.

8:39 a.m. A woman reported 
she was at Brookshire’s on Nov. 
30 and someone hit her vehicle 
in the parking lot.

9:44 a.m. An out of state detec-
tive requested assistance from 
an officer to assist gathering in-
formation on a forgery on a sto-
len check from their agency that 
was attempted to be passed at a 
local bank.

DEC. 5
11:57 a.m. Officers assisted 

EMS and the fire department on 
a medical call on Maxine Dr.

12:31 p.m. A woman report-
ed her vehicle had been hit in a 
parking lot in town, but she was 
unsure exactly where she was 
when it occurred.

6:15 p.m. An officer assisted 
a resident on Krause St. to get 
a mouse from a trap in her res-
idence and dispose of it.

7:02 p.m. A 6-year-old child 
was hit by a vehicle as he and his 
father were crossing in the 1200 
block N. Pacific St. The child was 
transported to UT Tyler by EMS. 
The child has been released from 
the hospital with minor injuries.

10:05 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on Read 
St. A female resident reported 
that her husband assaulted her 
during an argument. The female 
refused to file charges. A family 
violence report was filed.

DEC. 6
1:13 p.m. The Rent-a-Center 

on E. Broad St. reported several 
cases of theft of service when the 
renters did not pay the rental and 
did not return the property.

1:56 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported on E. Broad St. between 
three females fighting. The three 
adult females did not wish to file 
charges, but were all issued a ci-
tation for disorderly conduct.

2:35 p.m. A man was tres-
passed from a church on Second 
St. and a residence on S. New-
som St. after the complainant 
reported she was threatened by 
the subject.

5:27 p.m. An officer assisted 
the fire department with a fire at 
a residence on Good St.

7:19 p.m. An off duty deputy re-
ported a reckless driver that was 
unable to maintain a single lane 
of traffic on W. Broad St. A DPS 
trooper located the vehicle.

10:03 p.m. An officer assisted 
a Wood County constable on a 
traffic stop at Walmart parking 
lot.

10:37 p.m. Brandon Clayton 
Soles, 18, of Mineola, was ar-
rested for possession of mari-
juana after he was stopped for 
disregarding a stop sign on N. 
Pacific St.

DEC. 7
12:55 a.m. A disturbance was 

reported at a residence on Bren-
da Lane between a male and 
female. Officers responded and 
determined the two had been at 
a club and just got home. Nei-
ther wanted to file charges, but a 
family violence report was filed. 
An officer transported the male to 
another residence for the night.

2:27 a.m. An officer checked 
on a female walking on W. Kilpat-
rick St. Katherine Marie Johnson, 
34, of Mineola was arrested on a 
Wood County warrant for child 
support.

9:50 a.m. An officer attempted 
to serve a felony warrant on a 
female at a residence on Karen 
Lane. The female ran when the 
officer drove up. Wood County 
assisted with the search, but the 
female was not located.

9:17 p.m. A resident on N. Pa-
cific St. reported a young male in 
her yard and he would not leave 
when asked. An officer respond-
ed and spoke with the 12 year 
old and called his grandfather to 
pick him up. An older male was 
inside the residence with her kids 
and she wanted him to leave as 
well. The male  was told he had 
to leave. 

9:32 p.m. A burn violation was 
reported on S. Pacific St. The fire 
was put out.

10:34 p.m. A male was report-
edly outside of EZ Mart asking 
everyone who went in for money 
and a ride. Officers were told by 
employees they wanted him off 
the property. He was transported 
to a motel for the night.

DEC. 8
12:44 a.m. Judd Paul Pippins, 

37, of Mineola, was arrested for 
several charges after a traffic 
stop on NE Loop 564. Pippins 
was arrested for an outstanding 
local warrant for forgery, a parole 
warrant, possession of a con-
trolled substance, expired driv-
er’s license, no insurance, and 
expired registration. 

3:08 p.m. Crystal Elaine Taylor, 
28, of Talco was arrested after 
she was a passenger on a traffic 
stop on Karen Lane. Taylor was 
arrested for a parole warrant and 
manufacture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance over 4 grams, 
under 200 grams. Taylor had ran 
on Karen Lane on the 7th when 
an officer attempted to serve 
the parole warrant on her. When 
stopped, she was in possession 
of the methamphetamine.

David Roy Taylor, 37, of Tal-
co, was arrested after he was 
stopped as the driver of the ve-
hicle that Crystal Taylor was at-
tempting to leave in. David Taylor 
was arrested for driving while li-
cense suspended and fictitious/
altered registration.

8:58 p.m. A man spoke with 
an officer about his right to get 
his property from a residence he 
had already moved from if his old 
roommate would not let him get 
it. He was told this was a civil is-
sue and he would need to speak 
with a constable.

10:14 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported on Brenda Lane in ref-
erence to the man attempting 
to get his belongings from the 
roommate. Officers responded 
and talked to both subjects. The 
man got his property and left.

DEC. 9
10:14 a.m. A reckless driver 

was reportedly unable to main-
tain a single lane of traffic. The 

vehicle turned into Walmart and 
an officer checked on the driver. 
The driver was not impaired.

1:08 p.m. A man reported his 
name was in a Facebook post. 
An officer spoke with the subject 
and advised him it was a civil is-
sue. No direct threat was made.

2:44 p.m. A report was re-
ceived in reference to an elderly 
woman walking with a walker on 
Newsom St. picking up trash and 
had walked toward someone’s 
garage. An officer spoke with the 
woman that only had trash with 
her and asked her to not go into 
yards to pick up the trash, even 
though it was a good deed.

3:20 p.m. An officer spoke with 
a parent in reference to their 
daughter staying with her boy-
friend’s grandmother. The parent 
was advised she could pick her 
daughter up if she wished.

3:42 p.m. A wallet was found in 
the roadway at Loop 564 and FM 
49. The owner was located and 
the wallet was returned.

7:54 p.m. A resident on Good-
son Street reported a woman 
was threatening her. An officer 
spoke with the complainant and 
determined no offense occurred. 

9:53 p.m. A resident on Ed-
wards Street reported a loud 
4-wheeler or motorcycle revving 
up the engine, riding up and 
down the street. The resident re-
ported they also could hear gun-
shots at the end of Sycamore St. 
when the motorcycle was in that 
area. Officers patrolled the area, 
but did not find the vehicle or find 
anyone else that heard the gun-
shots.

10:40 p.m. Officers assisted 
the fire department when a res-
ident on Meadowbrook Street 
reported an electrical outlet that 
was smoking.

DEC. 10
8:09 a.m. An officer assisted a 

stranded motorist to push their 
vehicle off the roadway at N. Pa-
cific and Greenville Ave. 

9:16 a.m. A resident on East 
Broad Street reported she locked 
herself out of her residence and 
needed help to gain entry. Offi-
cers and the fire department re-
sponded and made entry for her.

12:45 p.m.  An off duty officer 
reported a man inside Walmart 
attempting to sell handbags and 
possibly taking photographs of 
customers debit cards. The offi-
cer reported he had seen an alert 
on Quitman Police Department’s 
Facebook page. The officers 
looked for the man, but did not 
find him.

9:56 p.m. A resident on Fran-
cis Street reported she was 
concerned for her adult son, 
because he had made some 
threats. While she was on the 
phone with a dispatcher her son 
left the residence on foot. Offi-
cers patrolled the area looking 
for the subject. While the officers 
were looking, the mother located 
her son by phone and he was 
headed home. After the officers 
spoke with the subject they felt 
comfortable that he was not sui-
cidal and left him at home with 
his mother. 

10:20 p.m. Officers assisted a 
woman who just got off work at 
Jalapeno Tree and had issues 
with her vehicle.

10:23 p.m. A suspicious per-
son was reported on Sycamore 
Street that knocked on a resi-
dence door and jumped up in the 
window when the resident went 
to the door, then ran off. Officers 
searched the area, but did not 
find the subject. A directive patrol 
was placed on the residence.

DEC. 11
10:02 a.m. Officers provided 

patrol assistance for the water 
department for several hours 
while they had the inside lanes 
of N. Pacific shut down to fix a 
water leak.

3:37 p.m. Officers assisted 
EMS on a medical call on S. 
Newsom St. The subject was 
transported to the hospital.

4:21 p.m. A two-vehicle acci-
dent was reported in the 1400 
block of S. Pacific St. causing 
one vehicle to roll over. A New 
Mexico couple, driving a 2017 
Nisan pickup, was traveling 
southbound on S. Pacific and 
slowed to get in the turn lane to 
turn left onto Bromberg Street. 
A 21 year old Mineola man, driv-
ing southbound in a 2013 Dodge 
pickup, apparently didn’t see the 
vehicle slowing and attempted to 
go around the vehicle in the turn 
lane as the couple was turning. 
The Dodge pickup rolled side 
over side after skidding sever-
al hundred feet. The man in the 
pickup went to the hospital for 
precautions but was not serious-
ly injured.

8:26 p.m. A welfare concern 
was reported by Walmart in refer-
ence to a confused elderly wom-
an. An officer responded and lo-
cated family to take the woman 
home.

9:04 p.m. A truck pulling a trail-
er hit the construction cones in 
the 500 block of N. Pacific St. 
where the water leak was re-
paired by the water department. 
The water department was no-
tified and the debris was picked 
up.
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The Wood County Moni-
tor will observe early dead-
lines for the next two weeks.

The Dec. 26 and Jan. 2 edi-
tions will go to press a day 
early, on Monday, Dec. 23 
and Monday, Dec. 30.

As a result, all deadlines 

will be 3 p.m. the preceding 
Fridays, Dec. 20 and Dec. 27.

The newspapers will be 
available at regular locations 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24 and 
Dec. 31.

Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 are post-
al holidays, so mail subscrib-

ers can expect their papers 
as usual on the following 
Thursdays.

Wood County Monitor 
offices will close early on 
Christmas Eve and be closed 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day.

Wood County Monitor sets early holiday deadlines

MISD From page 1

as A&M and his master’s 
degree from the University 
of Texas at Tyler.

He has a wide range of ex-
perience in the field of edu-
cation after having served 
as a teacher, coach, assistant 
principal and a principal 
prior to becoming superin-
tendent.

Mize is highly respected 
among his peers, and has 
a strong track record for 
developing relationships 
across the district and with-
in the community, accord-
ing to a news release from 
interim Superintendent 
Randy Hancock.

“There is a sincere re-
solve inside of me as a for-
mer student to return to 
the community that has 
helped raise me, and work 
alongside like-minded indi-
viduals who want nothing 

but greatness for all stake-
holders that Mineola ISD 
represents,” said Mize in a 
prepared statement.

After a mandatory 21-day 
waiting period, a vote to 
hire and approve the con-
tract of Mize is expected to 
be on Jan. 3. He should start 
on or before Feb. 3.

At the Dec. 16 regular 
school board meeting, War-
ren Brown of the Mineola 
Foundation brought some 
questions to the board for 
consideration. 

What is the salary for the 
proposed superintendent?

Are there other compen-
sation arrangements as a 
part of the contract?

Will there be a buyout of 
his current contract with 
Winona ISD? If so, will Min-
eola ISD pay the penalty or 
reimburse the applicant in 
any way for the contract 
buyout?

Will there be a residency 
requirement as part of the 

contract?
Will there be a probation-

ary period due to the histo-
ry of low performance in his 
tenure as superintendent of 
Winona ISD?

Brown cited information 
from the Texas Education 
Agency: Winona ISD re-
ceived a C rating on overall 
district performance for the 
2018-19 school year, show-
ing a small growth from the 
2017-18 school year. STAAR 
performance scores showed 
that 11% mastered grade 
level, 33% met grade level 
and 78% approached grade 
level.

Mineola ISD received a 
B rating on overall district 
performance for the 2018-19 
school year, also showing a 
small growth from the 2017-
18 school year. According to 
STAAR performance scores, 
MISD showed that 17% 
mastered grade level, 44% 
met grade level and 78% 
approached grade level.



Obituaries
BARBARA ANN HOLLINQUEST 

1945-2019
Barbara Ann Hollinquest, 74, beloved 

wife, mother, grandmother and sister, 
was called to her eternal resting place 
on Dec. 12, 2019. She entered this world 
on Nov. 4, 1945 in New London, Conn., 
born to Calvin and Doris (Tate) Dayton. 
She married Joe Hollinquest on June 1, 
1968 in Hebron, Conn. 

Barbara and Joe moved their family to 
Quitman in 1979, after Joe’s retirement 

from the Navy. Barbara made her church home at the Little 
Hope Baptist Church.

Barbara was preceded in death by her mother; sisters, San-
dra Dayton and Kathleen Silman; brother, William Dayton; 
and her beloved husband Joe died in November 2008. 

Surviving family includes her father, Calvin Dayton of 
Connecticut; son, Joe Hollinquest Jr. and his wife Tiffany 
of Emory; daughter, Jody Ottinger and her husband Jimmy 
Bryan of Talco; brother, Calvin Hollinquest, Jr. of Newton, 
Conn.; sisters, Doris Compton of West Virginia, and Betsy 
Ritter of New Orleans, La.; grandchildren, Sierra Danielle 
Hollinquest, Hannah Marie Hollinquest, Annabelle Grace 
Hollinquest, Kari Irene Ottinger and Sam Ottinger; as well 
as many other friends and relatives.

Graveside funeral services were to be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, 2019 at 2 p.m. in the Clover Hill Cemetery in Quit-
man with Brother James Young officiating.

ELSIE JANE LOVE 
1927-2019

Elsie Jane Love of Grand Saline went 
to be with our Lord and Savior on Dec. 
14, 2019. The family received friends 
and family at Sand Flat Baptist Church 
on Tuesday, Dec. 17 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
for visitation with graveside services fol-
lowing at 2 p.m. in the Sand Flat Baptist 
Church cemetery.

Elsie was born in the Stout Communi-
ty of Wood County on Nov. 23, 1927, to 

Ollie (Gill) and Ambrose Roach. She married the love of her 
life, C.O. “Peanut” Love, on June 30, 1945. They were mar-
ried by Peanut’s uncle, Terrell Howle. Elsie and Peanut lived 
in this area all of their lives and became part of the Sand Flat 
Baptist Church Community in the early 1970s.  

Elsie was proceeded in death by her parents, Ambrose 
and Ollie Roach; husband, C.O. “Peanut” Love; and son, 
Alvin Ray Love. She is survived by son, Buford Love and 
daughter-in-law Jackie Love of Como; son, Calvin Love and 
daughter-in-law Sandy Love of Fruitvale; son, Clifford Love 
and daughter-in-law Sheri Love of Grand Saline; daughter, 
Alice Freeze and son-in-law Chris Freeze, Sr. of Fruitvale; 
daughter, Tami Elliott and son-in-law Dennis Elliott of Can-
ton; one brother, Lloyd Roach of Quitman; and one sister, 
Wanda Fletcher of Quitman. Also left to cherish her memory 
are 15 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

Pallbearers are Jason Love, Jeff Love, Bob Love, Cleborne 
Freeze, Chris Freeze and Tristan Clark. Funeral services are 
under the direction of Lowe Funeral home, Quitman.
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The John Hogg Sr. Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution spon-
sored National Wreaths 
Across America Day on Sat-
urday, Dec. 14 at Holly Tree 
Cemetery and the Hawkins 
Cemetery. The mission of 
the ceremonies was to re-
member, honor and teach, 
while placing wreaths on all 
veterans’ graves. 

It is a way to demonstrate 
respect to and appreciation 
of veterans and their ser-
vice. Some 86 wreaths were 
laid on veterans’ graves at 
the Holly Tree Cemetery 
and at Hawkins Cemetery 
125. It is the hope of DAR 
to expand the ceremonies to 
include additional cemeter-
ies in the area.

During the ceremony, 
County Judge Lucy Hebron 
quoted Ronald Reagan: 
“Freedom is never more 

than one generation away 
from extinction. We didn’t 
pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must 
be fought for, protected, 
and handed on for them to 
do the same, or one day we 
will spend our sunset years 
telling our children and our 
children’s children what it 
was once like in the Unit-
ed States where men were 
free.” 

Ann Flake explained how 
family members and volun-
teers were to lay the wreaths 
and to remove the tag on 
the back that said, “Today, 
I laid a wreath on the grave 
of a hero.” 

Anyone interested in 
volunteering to help with 
the ceremonies next year 
should contact Linda Crab-
tree at 903-918-1365 or Flake 
at 903-769-5404.

Ann Flake explains the procedure for laying wreaths on the graves of veter-
ans. (Courtesy photo)

DAR chapter sponsors 
laying wreaths at graves

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Mark Parkerson, direc-
tor of special programs at 
Mineola ISD, has received 
approval from the board of 
trustees to write an innova-
tive Career and Technical 
Education course for Intro 
to Industrial Maintenance. 
Once the course is written 
and approved by TEA, it can 
be used not only as a dual 
credit class for Mineola, but 
also statewide.

As of now, there is not a 
course to introduce students 
to the wide field of indus-

trial maintenance. Howev-
er, once approved, MISD 
can team with Tyler Junior 
College to vet instructors 
to teach the course. MISD 
will hire part-time instruc-
tors who have experience or 
have retired from a career in 
industrial maintenance. 

There are 24 students from 
MISD and 12 students from 
Alba-Golden who would 
benefit from the course. As 
the surrounding school dis-
tricts partner with Mineola 
for CTE next year, many 
more students would bene-
fit from the class.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman ISD school board 
members approved the pur-
chase of three new vehicles 
for the maintenance depart-
ment Monday.

The three new Ford F-150 
half-ton trucks will replace 
four aging vehicles, all of 
which needed numerous 
repairs. The board accepted 
the offer from Toliver Ford 
in Quitman at $21,058 per 
vehicle, coming well under 
the $80,000 budgeted.

The new vehicles are re-
placing a 1993 Ford F-150, 
1994 S-10, 1990 GMC and 
a 2001 Chevy van, all with 
high mileage. The used ve-
hicles will be auctioned at a 
later date.

In another matter, the 
board adopted additional 
board goals. 

“We, the board, team of 
eight, we wrote three local 
goals. We developed those 
late last spring, and that’s 
what is on our signs and 
posters and we have been 
working toward those,” Su-
perintendent Rhonda Turn-
er explained. “Then House 
Bill 3 came and there are 
three goals we have to adopt 
that are state-mandated.”

Those goals are 1) By 2025 

QISD will increase the per-
centage of third grade stu-
dents reading on grade level 
as assessed on STAAR from 
48% to 60%; 2) By 2025 QISD 
will increase the percentage 
of third grade students in 
math at the Meets Level as 
assessed by STAAR math 
from 60% to 70%; and 3) By 
2025 QISD will increase the 
percentage of students who 
meet CCMR (College, Ca-
reer, Military, Readiness) 
criteria from 62% to 100%.

In other action, the board 
approved the adoption of 
the district’s Gifted and Tal-
ented program for grades 
K-12. According to the man-
ual “Gifted and Talented” 
means a child or youth who 
performs at or shows the 
potential for performing at 
a remarkably high level of 
accomplishment when com-
pared to others of the same 
age, experience, or environ-
ment and who: 1) exhibits 
high performance in an in-
tellectual, creative or artistic 
area; 2) possesses an unusu-
al capacity for leadership; 
or 3) excels in a specific aca-
demic field.

Turner reported enroll-
ment was at 1,179 with the 
high school reporting enroll-
ment up to 331.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

It will be round two in the 
race for the 402nd District 
Judge’s race, a repeat of the 
2016 contest.

J. Brad McCampbell is 
challenging incumbent Jeff 
Fletcher for the job of 402nd 
District Judge for Wood 
County in the March 3 Re-
publican primary. In the 
2016 election, Fletcher de-
feated McCampbell by a 
vote of 5,052 (56.06 percent) 
to 3,821 (43.06 percent).

Fletcher is a native of 
deep East Texas, born and 
raised in the Beaumont area 
with family roots in far east 
Wood County. He attend-
ed Baylor University on a 
football scholarship under 
legendary Coach Grant Te-
aff from 1979 to 1982. He 
played in the Peach Bowl, 
Cotton Bowl and on the 1980 

S o u t h -
western 
C o n -
f e r e n c e 
champi-
o n s h i p 
team.

A f t e r 
a short 
stint at-
tempting to make an NFL 
roster and operating a fami-
ly business, Fletcher earned 
his law degree from Texas 
Wesleyan School of Law in 
1993 and began practicing 
law in May 1994.

After serving as a brief-
ing attorney for Judge Ben 
Z. Grant in the 6th District 
Court of Appeals, he went 
in private practice in Texar-
kana and then to Quitman 
until being elected district 
judge and being sworn in 
Jan. 1, 2017.

Fletcher is a newlywed, 
married to his wife, Brenda, 

in No-
vember. 
In what 
s p a r e 
time he 
has, he 
s p e n d s 
t i m e 
with his 
children 
and grandchildren. Fletcher 
also likes fishing, hunting 
and team roping.  

McCampbell was born 
and raised in Corpus Chris-
ti where he lived until age 
11, when his school teacher 
parents moved to Beeville. 
After graduation from 
Beeville Jones High School, 
McCampbell attended 
Southwestern University in 
Georgetown on academic 
and golf scholarships. 

It was there he met his 
wife, Dawn Bennett, from 
Sulphur Springs in 1981. 
They were married after 

his first year of law school. 
He received his law degree 
from St. Mary’s University 
School of Law in 1984 and 
became licensed in Novem-
ber of that year.

His first position was with 
the law office of Ivan Alex-
ander, Jr. in Emory. In 1988 
he became partners with 
Alexander in Emory where 
he still hangs his shingle 31 
years later. In 1999, the law 
offices were merged with 
Harold Curtis, Jr. in Green-
ville under the name of Cur-
tis, Alexander, McCampbell 
and Morris, P.C. with offic-
es in Greenville and Emo-
ry. McCampbell has served 
citizens in Wood, Rains and 
surrounding counties. 

The McCambells moved 
to Yantis (Lake Fork) in 2004 
where they still live today. 
They have a daughter and 
one grandson.

Two in rematch for district judge

QISD board buys new vehicles

MISD board gives OK to write 
industrial maintenance course 
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783



Services

Miscellaneous

Texas Made Lawn and Tree Care, 20 
years experience, free estimates. Call 
John at 903-497-6819.

Employment

Medical & Dental

Now Hiring - 1 LVN Double Week-
ends, Baylor Plan Avaliable. 1 LVN 
10-6 Shift. 2 LVN’S  2-10 Shift. 3 
Double Weekend Certified Nurses 
Aides, Baylor Plan Available. 1 Certi-
fied Nurses Aide 2-10 Shift. Heritage 
House Healthcare Centre, 1026 E. 
Goode St., Quitman, 903-763-2284.

Real Estate For Sale

Homes

For sale, great investment, 608 Cliff 
Street, Quitman, 4 BR, 3 Bath, central 
heat and air, new metal roof on large 
lot; great condition; Owner finance 
with low down payment depending 
on credit as a good renter; $850 per 
month; phone 903-588-5773.

Rentals

Apartments

Apartment for rent, 2-bedroom, 
1-bath. $775 + electric, $600 deposit. 
903-569-2665 or 817-919-6815.

Homes

For Rent, 2-bedroom, 1-bath frame 
house, new carpet, Quitman, $500 
month. 903-967-7667.

Monitor classifieds

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1458

       B O L D
       I D I E
       G E N E
         D R
        M A C   G R I L L
       C O L A  A U C T I O N E D
       O N E P U T T   G L E N E
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  A M A B O B   T E N N A N T   M O
    Y E L L O W A S  B U N S  B I N
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      E S   F A N G   E C K
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            N I N E
            G B D
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According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

Call Brandi
at 903-763-4522

or email
ads@wood.cm

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “from ____
      to tomb” (lifetime)
  5  “Lake Kick____” in
      Archer County
  6  TX-based 1971 
      drama film: “The
      Last Picture ____”
  7  this TX Gilpin was
      “Roz” on “Frasier”
  8  TXism: “let
      _______  ____ lie”
17  this TX Bass is a
      billionaire investor
      and philanthropist
18  TXism: “mean
      __  _  _______
      on  a gunpowder
      diet”
21  __-dah! (fanfare)
22  TXism: “fits like
      ugly __  __ ape”  
23  TX pro golfer,
      McCallister
24  Comanche 
      medicine man
29  ____ cut (haircut)
30  glided into 2nd
      base  
31  TXism: “try your
      hand __” (attempt)
32  plants that return
      in the spring
34  bolo, e.g. (2 wds.)
35  purchased space
      in the Polk County
      Enterprise, e.g.
36  TX mountain lions
      and alligators, e.g.
      (2 wds.)
37  “it didn’t go exactly
      according to ____”
38  _  ___ rap
      (false charge)
39  boundary drawing
41  actor Spencer
42  “from now __”
43  TXism: “jumpy
      as a cat __  ___”

  1  TXism: “swarmed
      like _____  _______
      a nest disturber”
  2  this Harwood was
      the first  female
      mayor in TX, two
      years before
      women could vote
  3  a boat tied up
  4  Boston is the seat
      of this county
  9  glass parts of a
      window
10  Hank Williams wrote
      “_  ___ the Light”
      in 1948

44  wild goose cry
      (2 wds.)
45  this Geer was in “The
      Kid from Texas” (init.)  
46  college admission
      test
47  TXism: “wet _  ____”
      (drink)
48  in TX: “Comanche
      Peak _______
      Power Plant”

50  Guadalupe River
      floater (2 wds.)
51  “___ on the side of
      caution”
52  Grand ___ Opry
      House in Nashville
53  craze

11  actress Martin of
      1976 “Jackson
      County Jail” with TX
      Tommy Lee Jones
12  _  _ Dealey was
      publisher of the 
      Dallas Morning
      News
13  official “Irish Capital
      of Texas”
14  this TX-born Matson
      was a NFL Hall of
      Fame running back
      for several teams
15  pleased
16  Pres. Reagan “Star
      Wars” plan (abbr.)
19  TXism: “fits like
      feathers __  _ 
      ____”
20  TXism: “that ____
      __ dander up” (riles)

22  TX Drew Brees
      team: New ______
      Saints
24  internet __
      address
25  use needle &
      thread
26  West TX climate,
      e.g.
27  “vision” or “cast”
      prefix
28  TXism: “searched
      high ___  ___”
      (complete search)

29  TX Owen Wilson’s
      appearance in 
      2008 film “Over
      Her Dead Body”
30  “____ the Man”
33  Fleming, creator 
      of James Bond
34  ____ vera
35  TXism: “rare as a
      wildcatter with
      _  ____ balance”
37  TX George Jones’
      “A _______  __ Me”
38  lion’s cry (2 wds.)
40  TX Houston’s 2nd
      wife, Rogers
41  TX stand-up come-
      dian, Vidale
44  wager (2 wds.)
47  director Hitchcock
49  1961 hurricane
      that hit TX hard

P-1459

2322

29

34

37

30 31

33

21

38

35

40 41

44

49

32

47

39

46

9

43

TEXAS MADE
Lawn & Tree Care

20 years experience
Free Estimates

• Call Jon •
903-497-6819

O

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set for 

revision on the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The revision includes lots 136, 137, 138, and 139, Section VII, 
within Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, January 14, 2020, at  
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom.  All persons 
interested in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

REQUEST FOR BIDS
USED SCHOOL BUSES

Mineola ISD is accepting sealed bids on behalf of Wood 
County Special Education Coop for the purchase of 2 
used buses equipped for special education students, 
including wheel chair lifts and positions.  For additional 
information, contact Tammy Willis at 903-763-2253 or 
email at willist@wcsessa.org.

Bids are to be delivered to 1695 W Loop 564, Mineola, 
TX  75773 by 3:00 pm, Thursday, January 2, 2020.  Place 
“Bid for Used Buses” on the bid envelope.  MISD reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all bids.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Marylou C. Thurau, Deceased, were issued on 
December 9, 2019, in Cause No. 13,592, pending in the County 
Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  DAVID NORDMAN.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  Kyle G. Waggoner
 Attorney at Law
 PO Box 1152
 Mineola, TX 75773

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Ganelle Moore, Deceased, were issued on 
December 9th, 2019, under Cause No. 13,601, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas, to Glenda McElyea, 
Independent Executor.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
estate, addressed as follows: 

Glenda McElyea, Executor
Estate of Ganelle Moore, Deceased 
c/o Brad Wilson
Attorney at Law
Wilson Law Office
P. O. Box 1529
Quitman, Texas 75783

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Dated December 11th, 2019.

______________________________
Brad Wilson
Attorney for Executor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Helen Louise Beard, Deceased, were issued 
on November 18th, 2019, under Cause No. 13,552, pending 
in the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to Tammy Hill, 
Independent Executor.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
estate, addressed as follows: 

Tammy Hill, Executor
Estate of Helen Louise Beard, Deceased 
c/o Brad Wilson
Attorney at Law
Wilson Law Office
P. O. Box 1529
Quitman, Texas 75783

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Dated November 20th, 2019.

______________________________
Brad Wilson
Attorney for Executor

CAUSE NO. 13,585

THE ESTATE OF  §  IN THE COUNTY COURT 
 §
HOWARD WAYNE GATLIN,  §  OF
 §
DECEASED  §  WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent 
Administration for the Estate of HOWARD WAYNE GATLIN, 
DECEASED, were issued on December 2, 2019, in Cause No. 
13,585, now pending in the County Court of Wood County, 
Texas. Letters of Independent Administration were issued to: 
HOLLY GATLIN.

The residence of the Independent Administrator is in 
Dallas County, Texas. Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Estate at the following address:

c/o:  J. SCOTT KILLOUGH, P.C.
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 4660 Kinsey Drive
 Tyler, Texas  75703

All persons having claims against this Estate are required 
to present their claims within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

CAUSE NO. 13,584
IN THE ESTATE OF  §  IN THE COUNTY COURT 
 §
LINDA L. GATLIN,  §  OF
 §
DECEASED  §  WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of LINDA L. GATLIN, DECEASED, were 
issued on December 2, 2019, under Cause No. 13,584, now 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, Texas. Letters 
Testamentary were issued to: HOLLY GATLIN.

The residence of the Independent Executor is in Dallas 
County, Texas. Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Estate at the following address:

c/o:  J. SCOTT KILLOUGH, P.C.
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 4660 Kinsey Drive
 Tyler, Texas  75703

All persons having claims against this Estate are required 
to present their claims within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Peggy Diane Peerson, Deceased, were issued 
on November 4th, 2019, under Cause No. 13,574, pending in 
the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to Judith Ann Davis, 
Independent Executor.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
estate, addressed as follows: 

Michael Leon Peerson, Executor
Estate of Peggy Diane Peerson, Deceased 
c/o Brad Wilson
Attorney at Law
Wilson Law Office
P. O. Box 1529
Quitman, Texas 75783

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Dated November 6th, 2019.

______________________________
Brad Wilson
Attorney for Executor

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

The Mineola city council 
approved a list of eight re-
quests to be sent to the Mer-
edith Foundation when it 
considers grants for 2020.

Leading the list are two 
items that were tied for the 
top priority by the city coun-
cil – a new leaf truck for 
$182,718 and a set of tools 
and accessories for the fire 
department for $49,000.

The city’s 15-year-old leaf 
truck, also bought with a 
Meredith grant, has had nu-
merous maintenance issues 
of late.

Third on the list is $64,721 
for Glock firearms and 
Tasers for the police depart-
ment.

Fourth is an update of sur-
vey and inventory for the 
Landmark Commission for 
$47,400.

Tied for fifth are a Land-

mark request for Iron Horse 
Square for $68,000 for Phase 
3 work on the train depot 
and operating funds total-
ing $38,000 for the historical 
museum.

Sixth is $18,889 for new 
banners and Christmas 
items for Main Street.

And Phase 4 walking trail 
for the Iron Horse Square 
was the final request, all of 
which totaled $505,000.

The local foundation fields 
grants from several govern-
ment entities each year, as 
well as non-profits.

Mayor Kevin White sug-
gested the council consider 
ordering a new leaf truck 
soon, as it will take nine 
months to be delivered. If 
the foundation does not 
fund it, the council can re-
quest funds next year to pay 
the truck’s annual lease.

He noted that most city’s 
the size of Mineola do not 
offer such a service.

Mineola council OK’s grant requests
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NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
ALL PEOPLE BE ADVISED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2019, A VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, TRESPASS, and STAY OF OSE APPLICATION NO. 
SP-5153 WAS FILED IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT FOR CATRON COUNTY, 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO.

BE ADVISED THAT CLAIMS ARE BEING MADE AGAINST:

RAYMOND MORRIS, D’AUN MORRIS, in their individual capacities and as husband and 
wife, DAVID FOSTER, CHARLOTTE FOSTER, in their individual capacities and as husband 
and wife, and THE  NEW MEXICO OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER.

THE SUIT IS CAPTIONED:

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF CATRON 
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

PAUL THOMAS, individually and 
In his capacity as trustee for
PAUL THOMAS TRUST, 
 Plaintiffs,                  Case. No. D-728-cv-2019-00025

v.

RAYMOND MORRIS, 
D’AUN MORRIS, in their individual
capacities and as husband and wife,
DAVID FOSTER,
CHARLOTTE FOSTER, in their individual
capacities and as husband and wife,
STATE ex rel. NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
 Defendants.

Case. No. D-728-cv-2019-00025

ALL DEFENDANTS IN THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED CAUSE MUST FILE AN ANSWER 
OR OTHER RESPONSE TO THIS SUIT WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE LAST DAY 
THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED, OR A DEFAULT JUDGMENT SHALL BE ENTERED 
AGAINST THEM SUCH THAT THEY WILL BE FOREVER BARRED FROM DEFENDING 
CLAIMS PLEADED BY PLAINTIFFS.

Domenici Law Firm, P.C.
Pete V. Domenici, Jr., Esq.,
Reed C. Easterwood, Esq.
320 Gold Avenue SW, Suite 1000       
Albuquerque, NM  87102        
(505) 883-6250

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

CLERK OF THE COURT ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
DONNA HUSTON, DISTRICT CLERK PHILIP D. ALEXANDER
PO BOX 1707 P.O. BOX 38
QUITMAN, TX 75783  EMORY, TEXAS 75440

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WOOD

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CHERYL ELAINE CLAYTON, DECEASED and UNKNOWN 
 OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

DEFENDANTS, GREETINGS:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. 
IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO (DOES) NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH 
THE CLERK WHO ISSUED THE CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE MONDAY NEXT 
FOLLOWING THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
ISSUANCE OF THIS CITATION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

You are commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL 
PETITION on or before 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two (42) days 
after the date of issuance of this citation the same being Monday, January 20, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., 
before the 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County, at the Courthouse in said County in 
Quitman,Texas. Said PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION filed in said Court on the 9th day of 
December, 2019, entitled:

Cause No.       2019-693      
DAVID SANTOY AND DONNA SANTOY

VS.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CHERYL ELAINE CLAYTON, DECEASED, PATRICIA REECE AND

 UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

By Plaintiffs’ suit, title by adverse possession, and in the alternative, a partition is sought, regarding 
Lots 530 and 531 in WhiteOak Shores Subdivision in Wood County, Texas, and is more fully shown 
by Plaintiffs’ Petition on file in this suit.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID COURT, at office, this       
9TH day of December, 2019.

  DONNA HUSTON, DISTRICT CLERK
  Wood County, Texas

  By:                                                                  

   Deputy

NOT PREPARED OR VERIFIED BY THE DISTRICT CLERK OF WOOD COUNTY

CLERK OF THE COURT ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

JENICA TURNER, DISTRICT CLERK PHILIP D. ALEXANDER

P.O. BOX 1707 P.O. BOX 38

QUITMAN, TEXAS 75783 EMORY, TEXAS 75440

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF WOOD

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CHERYL ELAINE CLAYTON, DECEASED and UNKNOWN OWNERS OR

CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

DEFENDANTS, GREETINGS:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR

ATTORNEY DO (DOES) NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED THE CITATION

BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS AFTER

THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OF THIS CITATION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

You are commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION on or before 10:00

a.m. on the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two (42) days after the date of issuance of this citation the same being

Monday, January 20, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., before the 402

nd

 Judicial District Court of Wood County, at the Courthouse in said

County in Quitman, Texas. Said PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION filed in said Court on the 9

th

 day of December, 2019,

entitled:

Cause No. __________

DAVID SANTOY AND DONNA SANTOY

VS.

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CHERYL ELAINE CLAYTON, DECEASED, PATRICIA REECE AND

UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

By Plaintiffs’ suit, title by adverse possession, and in the alternative, a partition is sought, regarding Lots 530 and 531 in

WhiteOak Shores Subdivision in Wood County, Texas, and is more fully shown by Plaintiffs’ Petition on file in this suit.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID COURT, at office, this ____ day of December, 2019.

JENICA TURNER, DISTRICT CLERK

WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

By: __________________________

Deputy

2019-693

9TH

NOT PREPARED OF VERIFIED BY THE DISTRICT CLERK OF WOOD COUNTY

DONNA HUSTON

DONNA HUSTON 

Masons from Flora Lodge dished out plenty of good fried fish with the fixings last Saturday evening during their an-
nual fund raiser for Quitman Christmas Caring and Sharing Plus. The Masons have donated thousands of dollars over 
the years with this event. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman basketball players took part in sorting food items in preparation for 
the Quitman Christmas Caring and Sharing Plus program. They are (left to right) 
Jace Reid, Ty Holland, Ben Burroughs and Aiden Corrior. (Courtesy photo)

Christmas Cookie Decorating Kit
Kit includes: cookies, frosting & sprinkes

Buy a kit & get a FREE decorated Christmas Cookie!
Cupcake Wars winner at 

The Luscious Crumb
410 W. Bermuda, Quitman
903-878-7546

CHRISTMAS COUPON EXPIRES 12/25/19

sen said the owner said she 
would pursue getting the 
ordinance changed.

Madsen said that the sign, 
in addition to being a viola-
tion of the off-premise rule, 
also is affixed to a vehicle, 
another violation. And that 
vehicle is considered a junk 
vehicle, still another viola-
tion.

He noted at least one oth-
er off-premise sign that will 

have to be removed.
No one attended the coun-

cil meeting to speak for the 
requested change.

Council member Sue 
Jones asked Madsen to look 
into a sign on a downtown 
building that was originally 
grandfathered, as individu-
al panels within the sign are 
changed out regularly.

“I’d like for us to think 
about rectifying this situa-
tion,” she said, adding that 
it is unfair to other business-
es that can’t have off-prem-
ise signs.

SIGN From page 1

The Hawkins FFA Honey Bee girls were honored Tuesday morning by the Wood County commissioners with a procla-
mation for their nationally acclaimed work with bees at the Ozarka plant in Hawkins. They are (left to right) Jessica 
Henneous, McKenzie Rutherford, Brook Goddard and Rachel Parish. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Wood County Arboretum President Deanna Caldwell, at left, visits during the 
Christmas open house held at the historic Stinson House on the arboretum 
grounds in Quitman. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Robert Erisman of Lindale enjoyed his visit with Santa Claus, who came to 
visit the Mineola historical museum last week. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Wood County commissioners honored Mineola/Golden native Kacey Musgraves Tuesday for her recent accomplish-
ments including the Academy of Country Music Female Vocalist of the Year. Musgraves’ mother and grandparents were 
on hand to receive the proclamation. Pictured are (left to right) grandparents Darrell and Barbara Musgraves, mom 
Karen Musgraves and Wood County Judge Lucy Hebron. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

don’t have enough room as 
it is. Even if we had enough 
room we could fill it with 
storage,” Gaskill said.

Brandon Bodie from the 
Wood County District At-
torney’s Office said, “The 
concern, just as a legal mat-
ter, is sort of like prayer in 
school. They open that up, 
which is fine, if you open 
it up, you have to open it 
up to everybody. As a le-
gal matter be aware of that 
potential and sometimes 
keeping a door closed is bet-
ter than opening it even to 
great organizations.”

COUNTY From page 4
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TABLE 4 - Impact on Average Bill for Tyler PGA Area 

The above calculations in Table 4 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.33226 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44407 per Ccf. 

Table 4 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities: 
Bullard, Swan, Sylvan-Harmony, and Tyler 

Customer Class 
(Average Monthly 
Usage Mcf or Ccf)

Current 
Average 
Monthly 
Bill with 
Gas Cost

Proposed 
Average 

Monthly Bill 
with Gas 

Cost

Proposed 
Monthly 
Increase

Percentage 
Increase 
with Gas 

Cost

Percentage 
Change 
without 

Gas Cost

@14.65 PSI: 
Residential-44 Ccf

$43.92 $52.11 $8.19 19% 11%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-
Small-148 Ccf

$94.98 $110.69 $15.71 17% -2%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-Large 
Volume-3,785 Ccf

$1,500.64 $1,898.06 $397.42 26% -11%

The above calculations in Table 5 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.40306 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44895 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure 
base of 14.73 PSI.  The current average cost of gas is $0.39873 per Ccf and the proposed average 
cost of gas is $0.44407 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure base of 14.65 PSI.

Table 5 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities:
Atlanta, Avinger, Bloomburg, Daingerfield, De Kalb, Douglassville, Gilmer, Hooks, Hughes 
Springs, Jefferson, Leary, Linden, Lone Star, Maud, Miller’s Cove, Mount Pleasant, Mount 
Vernon, Naples, New Boston, Omaha, Ore City, Pittsburg, Queen City, Red Lick, Talco, Uncertain, 
Winfield, and Winnsboro.

The above calculations in Table 4 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.33226 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44407 per Ccf.

Table 4 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities:
Bullard, Swan, Sylvan-Harmony, and Tyler

TABLE 5 - Impact on Average Bill for North East Texas PGA Area 

The above calculations in Table 5 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.40306 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44895 per Ccf for customers taking service at a 
pressure base of 14.73 PSI.  The current average cost of gas is $0.39873 per Ccf and the 
proposed average cost of gas is $0.44407 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure base 
of 14.65 PSI. 

Table 5 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities: 
Atlanta, Avinger, Bloomburg, Daingerfield, De Kalb, Douglassville, Gilmer, Hooks, Hughes 
Springs, Jefferson, Leary, Linden, Lone Star, Maud, Miller’s Cove, Mount Pleasant, Mount 
Vernon, Naples, New Boston, Omaha, Ore City, Pittsburg, Queen City, Red Lick, Talco, 
Uncertain, Winfield, and Winnsboro. 

Customer Class 
(Average Monthly 
Usage Mcf or Ccf)

Current 
Average 
Monthly 
Bill with 
Gas Cost

Proposed 
Average 
Monthly 
Bill with 
Gas Cost

Proposed 
Monthly 
Increase

Percentage 
Increase 
with Gas 

Cost

Percentage 
Change 

without Gas 
Cost

@14.73 PSI: 
Residential-38 Ccf

$43.92 $49.13 $5.21 12% 12%

@14.73 PSI:  
General Service-
Small-147 Ccf

$105.05 $110.95 $5.90 6% -2%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-Large 
Volume-4,211 Ccf

$1,934.49 $2,104.16 $169.67 9% -8%
    

The Company proposes to implement the rates included in Table 1 below:  

TABLE 1 - Proposed Rate Changes for Incorporated and Unincorporated Area Customers 

Applicable to all cities and unincorporated areas   

Customer 
Class

Number of 
Customers 
Affected

Current 
Customer 

Charge

Proposed 
Customer 

Charge

Current 
Volumetric 

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed 
Volumetric Charge 

(per Ccf)

Residential 169,212 $24.01 $28.75 $0.1202 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.1209 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.1226 at 14.95 
pressure base

$0.08690 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.08740 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.08870 at 14.95 
pressure base

General 
Service-Small

19,756 $36.56 $31.50 $0.06250 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.06284 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.06378 at 14.95 
pressure base

$0.09100 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.09150 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.09290 at 14.95 
pressure base

General 
Service-Large 
Volume

463 $132.90 $67.00 $0.02910 at 14.65 
pressure base

$0.03970 at 14.65 
pressure base

    

The Company proposes to implement the rates included in Table 1 below:  

TABLE 1 - Proposed Rate Changes for Incorporated and Unincorporated Area Customers 

Applicable to all cities and unincorporated areas   

Customer 
Class

Number of 
Customers 
Affected

Current 
Customer 

Charge

Proposed 
Customer 

Charge

Current 
Volumetric 

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed 
Volumetric Charge 

(per Ccf)

Residential 169,212 $24.01 $28.75 $0.1202 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.1209 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.1226 at 14.95 
pressure base

$0.08690 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.08740 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.08870 at 14.95 
pressure base

General 
Service-Small

19,756 $36.56 $31.50 $0.06250 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.06284 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.06378 at 14.95 
pressure base

$0.09100 at 14.65 
pressure base 
$0.09150 at 14.73 
pressure base 
$0.09290 at 14.95 
pressure base

General 
Service-Large 
Volume

463 $132.90 $67.00 $0.02910 at 14.65 
pressure base

$0.03970 at 14.65 
pressure base

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE INCREASE NATURAL GAS UTILITY RATES
AVISO PÚBLICO DEL AUMENTO DE TARIFA PROPUESTO TARIFAS DE SERVICIOS DE GAS NATURAL

On November 14, 2019, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Entex and 
CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas (“CenterPoint Texas” or the “Company”), filed a Statement of Intent 
to Increase Rates (“Statement of Intent”) with the Railroad Commission of Texas (“Commission) 
and cities for the gas utility rates charged by the Company to customers within the Beaumont/East 
Texas Division for the following unincorporated areas and cities: 

Ames*, Anahuac, Arp, Atlanta, Avinger*, Beaumont, Beauxart Gardens, Beckville, Bevil Oaks, 
Big Sandy*, Bloomburg, Bridge City, Bronson, Bullard*, Buna, Carthage, Center*, Central, 
Cheek, China*, Clarksville City, Cleveland, Colmesneil*, Corrigan, Crockett*, Daingerfield*, 
Dayton*, De Berry, De Kalb, Diboll*, Dodge, Douglassville, East Mountain*, Eastham Farm, 
Edgewood, Elkhart*, Ellis Ferguson Farm, Elysian Fields, Evadale, Fruitvale, Fuller Springs, 
Gilmer*, Gladewater, Goodrich, Grand Saline, Grapeland*, Groveton*, Hallsville*, Hawkins*, 
Henderson*, Hideaway*, Hooks*, Hudson*, Hughes Springs*, Huntsville, Jacksonville, Jasper*, 
Jefferson, Jonesville, Kilgore, Kirbyville*, Latexo*, Leary, Leggett, Liberty, Lindale, Linden, 
Livingston, Lone Star, Longview, Lovelady*, Lufkin, Lumberton*, Marshall, Maud*, Mauriceville, 
McLeod, Miller’s Cove, Mineola, Mount Pleasant, Mount Vernon*, Nacogdoches*, Naples*, 
Neches, Nederland, New Boston*, New London, New Willard, North Cleveland, Omaha*, Orange, 
Orangefield, Ore City, Overton, Pine Forest, Pinehurst*, Pittsburg, Price, Queen City*, Red Lick, 
Redland, Riverside, Rose City*, Rose Hill Acres, Rusk, San Augustine*, Saratoga, Scottsville, 
Shepherd*, Silsbee, Sour Lake, Stowell, Swan, Sylvan-Harmony, Talco*, Tatum, Tenaha*, 
Timpson*, Trinity*, Troup*, Tyler, Uncertain, Union Grove, Van, Victory Gardens, Vidor*, Warren 
City*, Waskom, West Orange*, White Oak, Wills Point*, Winfield, Winnie, and Winnsboro.

*Denotes cities that have ceded their original jurisdiction of utility rate regulation to the Commission.  

The proposed increase in rates will affect all standard sales service residential, small commercial and 
large volume customers within the incorporated cities and unincorporated areas of the Beaumont/
East Texas Division.  The proposed effective date of the requested rate changes is December 19, 
2019. 

The proposed base rates and tariffs are expected to increase the Company’s annual total aggregate 
non-gas revenues for the Beaumont/East Texas Division by approximately $6.8 million or 5.5% 
including gas cost or 9.4% excluding gas cost. The proposed change in rates does constitute a 
“major change” as that term is defined by Section 104.101 of the Texas Utilities Code [because the 
proposed changes will increase the total aggregate non-gas revenues of the Company by more than 
two and one-half percent].  The proposed change in rates will not become effective until similar 
changes have become effective within the nearest incorporated city if the rates are sought to be at 
the same level as the city rates. 

In addition to the proposed change in base rates for the Residential, General Service-Small, and 
General Service-Large Volume rate classes, CenterPoint Texas is proposing to split its Residential, 
General Service-Small, and General Service-Large Volume rate schedules for the Beaumont/East 
Texas Division into separate rate schedules for 1) the incorporated areas and 2) the unincorporated 
areas and the cities that have ceded jurisdiction to the Commission.  It is also proposing certain 
modifications to the Company’s proposed Purchased Gas Adjustment (“PGA”) rate schedule 
in order to be consistent with tariffs in place in the Company’s other Texas divisions that adds 
language that provides for the inclusion of costs associated with the Company’s participation in 
FERC matters, the gas cost portion of bad debt expense, and costs to be refunded to customers 
pursuant to orders previously issued by the Commission, and changes to the calculation of interest 
on over- or under-recoveries from the average monthly basis to an average annual basis.  The 
Company also proposes additional language, similar to that already approved by the Commission 
for Texas Gas Service Company, recognizing that Renewable Natural Gas sources may be added 
to CenterPoint Texas’ gas supply portfolio at some point in the future.  Similarly, it also proposes 
to add language to the PGA permitting recovery of carbon offset natural gas.  The Company also 
proposes the consolidation of the Beaumont, East Texas, Tyler and North East Texas PGA areas 
into a single PGA area for purposes of the PGA rate calculation within the proposed Beaumont/
East Texas PGA rate schedule.  The Company proposes a new Franchise Fee Adjustment rate 
schedule that will allow the Company to adjust each customer’s bill each month in an amount 
equal to the municipal franchise fees payable for the service provided to the customer by the 
Company and requires the Company to maintain on file with the Commission a current listing of 
cities within the Beaumont/East Texas Division and their applicable franchise fees.  The Company 
is proposing new rate schedules for 1) the incorporated areas and 2) the unincorporated areas and 
the cities that have ceded jurisdiction to the Commission to recover the rate case expenses incurred 
in this proceeding as authorized by the regulatory authority.  The amount of rate case expenses 
to be recovered, if any, is not known at this time.  Rate Schedules R-2098-I and R-2098-U, GSS-
2098-I and GSS-2098-U, and GSLV-629-I and GSLV-629-U have also been updated to include 
language relating to the Hurricane Surcharge, Tax Refund, and Franchise Fee Adjustment rate 
schedules.  The Company also proposes to update its Miscellaneous Service Charges and General 
Rules and Regulations related to its interactions with customers via the Company’s website, service 
connections, its current practice related to line extensions, severe weather emergencies, and other 
non-substantive changes. 

The Company also seeks authorization for a Safety and System Integrity Deferred Regulatory Asset 
that will track certain operations and maintenance expenses associated with activities necessary to 
comply with changes in state or federal regulations relating to natural gas pipeline safety and 
integrity.

The Company also proposes a rate schedule to collect the recovery of restoration expenses incurred 
as a direct result of Hurricane Harvey through a separate 12-month Hurricane Surcharge.  These 
restoration expenses are not recoverable through any other source and include expenses and 
insurance deductibles under the Company’s property damage and business interruption policies.  
As proposed, the Hurricane Surcharge would be in effect for only 12 months and would be $0.10 
for Residential customers, $0.10 for General Service-Small customers, and $0.10 for General 
Service-Large Volume customers, per month.

Finally, in compliance with the Commission’s Accounting Order in GUD No. 10695, the Company 
proposes a rate schedule to refund, over a three-year period, unprotected Excess Deferred Income 
Taxes (“EDIT”) resulting from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA).  This refund will appear 
on the customer’s bill as a separate line item called “Tax Refund.”  

Persons with specific questions or desiring additional information about this filing may contact              
the Company at 1-888-298-8776.  Complete copies of the filed Statement of Intent, including 
all proposed rates and schedule changes, are available for inspection at CenterPoint Texas’ 
offices, located at 1111 Louisiana St., Houston, Texas 77002 or on the Company’s website at 
CenterPointEnergy.com/BETXRateCase.  Any affected person within the environs may file written 
comments or a protest concerning the proposed rate change with the Docket Services Section of 
the Office of the Hearings Division, Railroad Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, Texas 
78711-2967, at any time within 30 days following the date on which this change would or has 
become effective, or January 18, 2020.  Please reference GUD No. 10920.  Any affected person 
within an incorporated area may contact his or her city council.  

Este aviso tiene como fin informarle a los clientes de la División de Beaumont/Este de Texas de 
CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Entex y CenterPoint Energy Texas 
Gas (“CenterPoint Texas” o la “Compañía”) que la Compañía ha presentado una solicitud para 
aumentar las tarifas del servicio público de gas natural.  Esta solicitud afecta a todos los clientes 
residenciales, así como a los pequeños comercios y los consumidores de grandes volúmenes que 
forman parte de la División de Beaumont/Este de Texas de la Compañía y que reciben servicios de 
gas natural. Las personas que deseen hacer preguntas específicas o recibir más información sobre 
esta solicitud pueden comunicarse directamente con la Compañía llamando al 1-888-298-8776.

TABLE 2 - Impact on Average Bill for Beaumont PGA Area 

The above calculations in Table 2 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.48282 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.45318 per Ccf for customers taking service at a 
pressure base of 14.95 PSI.  The current average cost of gas is $0.47313 per Ccf and the 
proposed average cost of gas is $0.44407 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure base 
of 14.65 PSI. 

Table 2 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities: 
Ames, Anahuac, Beaumont, Beauxart Gardens, Bevil Oaks, Bridge City, Buna, Cheek, China, 
Cleveland, Colmesneil, Corrigan, Dayton, Evadale, Goodrich, Jasper, Kirbyville, Leggett, 
Liberty, Livingston, Lumberton, Mauriceville, Nederland, New Willard, North Cleveland, 
Orange, Orangefield, Pine Forest, Pinehurst, Rose City, Rose Hill Acres, Saratoga, Shepherd, 
Silsbee, Sour Lake, Stowell, Victory Gardens, Vidor, West Orange, and Winnie. 

Customer Class 
(Average Monthly 
Usage Mcf or Ccf)

Current 
Average 

Monthly Bill 
with Gas 

Cost

Proposed 
Average 

Monthly Bill 
with Gas 

Cost

Proposed 
Monthly 
Increase

Percentage 
Increase 
with Gas 

Cost

Percentage 
Change 

without Gas 
Cost

@14.95 PSI: 
Residential-30 Ccf   

$42.17 $45.01 $2.84 7% 13%

@14.95 PSI:  
General Service-
Small-158 Ccf       

$122.93 $117.78 ($5.15) -4% -1%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-Large 
Volume-2,321 Ccf

$1,298.57 $1,189.83 ($108.74) -8% -21%

TABLE 3 - Impact on Average Bill for East Texas PGA Area 

The above calculations in Table 3 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.50331 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44407 per Ccf. 

Table 3 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities: 
Arp, Beckville, Big Sandy, Bronson, Carthage, Center, Central, Clarksville City, Crockett, De 
Berry, Diboll, Dodge, East Mountain, Eastham Farm, Edgewood, Elkhart, Ellis Ferguson Farm, 
Elysian Fields, Fruitvale, Fuller Springs, Gladewater, Grand Saline, Grapeland, Groveton, 
Hallsville, Hawkins, Henderson, Hideaway, Hudson, Huntsville, Jacksonville, Jonesville, 
Kilgore, Latexo, Lindale, Longview, Lovelady, Lufkin, Marshall, McLeod, Mineola, 
Nacogdoches, Neches, New London, Overton, Price, Redland, Riverside, Rusk, San Augustine, 
Scottsville, Tatum, Tenaha, Timpson, Trinity, Troup, Union Grove, Van, Warren City, Waskom, 
White Oak, and Wills Point.  

Customer Class 
(Average Monthly 
Usage Mcf or Ccf)

Current 
Average 

Monthly Bill 
with Gas 

Cost

Proposed 
Average 
Monthly 
Bill with 
Gas Cost

Proposed 
Monthly 
Increase

Percentage 
Increase 
with Gas 

Cost

Percentage 
Change 

without Gas 
Cost

@14.65 PSI: 
Residential-36 Ccf

$46.46 $47.87 $1.41 3% 12%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-
Small-149 Ccf

$120.86 $111.23 ($9.63) -8% -2%

@14.65 PSI:  
General Service-Large 
Volume-2,592 Ccf

$1,512.91 $1,320.93 ($191.98) -13% -18%

The above calculations in Table 3 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.50331 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.44407 per Ccf.

Table 3 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities:
Arp, Beckville, Big Sandy, Bronson, Carthage, Center, Central, Clarksville City, Crockett, De Berry, 
Diboll, Dodge, East Mountain, Eastham Farm, Edgewood, Elkhart, Ellis Ferguson Farm, Elysian 
Fields, Fruitvale, Fuller Springs, Gladewater, Grand Saline, Grapeland, Groveton, Hallsville, 
Hawkins, Henderson, Hideaway, Hudson, Huntsville, Jacksonville, Jonesville, Kilgore, Latexo, 
Lindale, Longview, Lovelady, Lufkin, Marshall, McLeod, Mineola, Nacogdoches, Neches, New 
London, Overton, Price, Redland, Riverside, Rusk, San Augustine, Scottsville, Tatum, Tenaha, 
Timpson, Trinity, Troup, Union Grove, Van, Warren City, Waskom, White Oak, and Wills Point. 

The above calculations in Table 2 are based on a current average cost of gas of $0.48282 per Ccf 
and a proposed average cost of gas of $0.45318 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure 
base of 14.95 PSI.  The current average cost of gas is $0.47313 per Ccf and the proposed average 
cost of gas is $0.44407 per Ccf for customers taking service at a pressure base of 14.65 PSI.

Table 2 above is for the following unincorporated areas and cities:
Ames, Anahuac, Beaumont, Beauxart Gardens, Bevil Oaks, Bridge City, Buna, Cheek, China, 
Cleveland, Colmesneil, Corrigan, Dayton, Evadale, Goodrich, Jasper, Kirbyville, Leggett, 
Liberty, Livingston, Lumberton, Mauriceville, Nederland, New Willard, North Cleveland, 
Orange, Orangefield, Pine Forest, Pinehurst, Rose City, Rose Hill Acres, Saratoga, Shepherd, 
Silsbee, Sour Lake, Stowell, Victory Gardens, Vidor, West Orange, and Winnie.
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Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services

Regular Sunday Services

WELCOME
HOME

First United Methodist Church
Loving God, Sharing Faith, Serving Neighbors

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services

First United Methodist Church Loving God, Sharing Faith, Serving Neighbors

WELCOME
HOME

I was a stranger and
you welcomed me

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

The Mineola Yellowjack-
ets were well-represented in 
the 2019 football all-district 
selections. Of specific note, 
freshman Dawson Pender-
grass received designation 
as the Offensive Newcom-
er of the Year, junior Jack-
son Anderson was named 
to first team offense, and 
defenders Trevion Sneed 
and Cole Castleberry were 
named to the first-team de-
fense.

Seniors Wiley Franks and 
Dalton Rogers earned des-
ignation as Utility Player 

and Special Teams players 
of the year, respectively. 

Also earning honors on 
the offensive side of the ball 
were second-teamers Kobe 
Kendrick and Brady Gully.  
Senior Kaleb Griffin and 
junior Hunter Wright cap-
tured second team defen-
sive honors. 

Yellowjackets Kaleb Bar-
ton, Thomas Hooten, T.J. 
Moreland and Drew Rob-
ertson received honorable 
mention for their 2019 per-
formances. 

Mineola represented the 

longest list of academic-all 
district awardees in Dis-
trict 8-3A with 17 Yellow-
jackets receiving the desig-
nation. They were Jackson 
Anderson, Zane Bedford, 
Cole Castleberry, Dawson 
Elmore, Kejuan Fite, Wiley 
Franks, Brady Gully, Kaleb 
Griffin, Thomas Hooten, 
Reid Hope, T.J. Moreland, 
Drew Robertson, Dalton 
Rogers, Nathan Rojas, Gus-
tavo Sanchez, Montrell Wil-
liams and Hunter Wright. 

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Mineola’s 65-49 loss at the 
hands of the Van Vandals 
Dec. 10 will be taught as an 
excellent illustration of sev-
eral scholastic basketball 
tenets. Among them are the 
importance of making the 
easy shot when a play works 
exactly as designed, the dra-
matic effect of back-to-back 
turnovers and timing when 
to challenge the 3-point line. 

The visiting Vandals pre-
sented a unique challenge. 
They were fast, quick and 
shot the long ball as a regular 
feature of their offense. They 
placed the Mineola defense 
under pressure throughout 
the game, as defenders had 
to choose between staying 
with their man or helping 
and protecting the basket or 
challenging the shooter.

Three Van turnovers in a 
tightly-played first quarter 
kept the game close. Five 

Jackets scored in the open-
ing quarter. 

Early in the second quar-
ter, after having closed the 
score to 19-14, Mineola had 
the ball under their basket. 
One of their patented in-
bound plays worked like a 
champ, and the Jackets were 
about to close the gap to 
three points. The open shot 
in front of the basket went 
awry, and seconds later Van 
hit a 3-pointer to open the 
margin back to eight.   

At the half, it was still an 
eight-point deficit for the 
home side. Coming out in 
the second half, three con-
secutive turnovers and three 
corresponding three-point-
ers by the Vandals, opened a 
17-point lead. This sequence 
cost Mineola the game. 

Although Mineola closed 
to within six halfway through 
the third period, they could 
not sustain the production 
necessary to overcome Van’s 
excellent shooting, with 

a dozen 3-pointers in the 
game. Their outside shooting 
combined with a dispersed 
offense featuring slashing 
cuts to the basket were too 
much for the Jackets.    

The game was not with-
out its high points. Kelby 
Bruner’s short-range jumper 
continues to improve and is 
becoming a potent part of 
the Mineola offense. Bruner 
had 14 points on the night. 
The backcourt duo of  Jonah 
Fischer and T.J. Moreland 
is becoming more compli-
mentary with each game. 
While Fischer directs the 
offense, the scoring threat 
of Moreland ensures defens-
es cannot focus entirely on 
Fischer. Lastly, Wiley Franks 
and Dawson Pendergrass 
are rapidly developing into 
excellent rebounders.  

The Yellowjackets will un-
doubtedly seize upon every 
learning point to better pre-
pare for the upcoming dis-
trict opener Jan. 3 at Rains.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Among the careful-
ly mounted and placed 
memorabilia on the wall of 
Coach Brad Gibson’s Min-
eola High School office is 
a prominently featured 
black and white photo of 
the 1936-37 Wood County 
championship girls basket-
ball team. Gibson’s grand-
mother, Verlon Gibson, 
coached the Golden girls 
team to that championship.

It is amazing how we tend 
to think only in the present, 
when in actuality all of our 
happiness and travails have 
already been experienced in 
the histories of our forefa-
thers. 

With three coaches stem-
ming from his mother’s side 
of the family, and five edu-
cators on his father’s side, 
the new head coach of the 
Lady Jackets was born with 
coaching DNA.

“I just knew I would be 
coaching,” Gibson admit-
ted. “I used to commute 
home from TAMU Com-
merce in order to coach my 
little brother,” he stated as 
he described his first coach-
ing job. 

Gibson’s coaching re-
sume is punctuated with 
numerous playoff runs and 
two state championships. 
Those championships were 
as a part of the boys pro-

gram at Mexia 
High School al-
most 20 years 
ago and with 
the Mount Ver-
non girls pro-
gram in 2017. 
Other coaching 
stops for Gibson 
have included 
Winnsboro, Al-
ba-Golden and 
Lone Oak. 

Now leading 
the Lady Jack-
ets, and hold-
ing a 9-2 record 
at the time of 
this interview, 
Gibson is sole-
ly focused on 
preparing the 
squad for dis-
trict play. Gib-
son explained, 
“Coming in to 
coach such a talented team 
was a challenge. We had to 
establish our communica-
tion and our trust.” 

With that trust now 
well-established, the Lady 
Jackets are concentrating on 
playing fast-paced and high 
intensity basketball.

“Our intention,” stated 
Gibson, “is to play hard ev-
ery second of every game.” 

With a pre-district sched-
ule which included a fair 
measure of 4-A and 5-A 
schools, the Lady Jackets 
are poised for a big year. 
Gibson admits that schedul-

ing hard pre-district match-
ups is one of the few areas 
that a coach can control. He 
described how such deci-
sions are made to best pre-
pare the team.  

Themes of hard work, 
communication, trust, ener-
gy and focus reoccur when 
Gibson speaks about the 
sport and his team. Gibson 
describes how care and re-
spect are prerequisites to 
producing that 100% ef-
fort on the court. If the first 
month of Lady Jackets’ sea-
son is an indicator, buckle 
up for an exciting year.

Yellowjacket Colt Marlow puts up a contested shot against Van. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Coach has a long family  
history with Wood County

Mineola players earn all-district football honors

Van outside shooting too much for Yellowjackets

Coach Brad Gibson
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Santa Claus 
is coming to Town!

Monday, December 23rd
From 3:00 to 4:30pm

BTH Bank Lobby

Carols,

& candlelight

Carols,
communion
& candlelight

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
209 N. Pacific St. Mineola

Family Friendly
everyone is

welcome

Christmas Eve
Service 5 p.m.

Quitman’s Trey Berry (2) works to get the ball inside against Harleton in Quitman’s win Friday morning. (Monitor 
photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman unbeaten in tourney
By LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

An explosive offense led 
by senior Jace Reid helped 
the Quitman Bulldogs to the 
championship of their own 
tournament over the week-
end with a 4-0 record after 
defeating Hooks Saturday 
evening 71-54. Two other 
Wood County schools, Al-
ba-Golden and Winnsboro, 
ended the tournament at 
3-1 with the Panthers taking 
second place because they 
beat the Red Raiders in head 
to head competition 48-46 to 
open the tournament.

Quitman seniors Trey Ber-
ry, Ben Burroughs and Jace 
Reid each made the all-tour-
nament team. 

Quitman made it through 
the tournament despite not 
having an injured Aiden 
Corrior for every game and 
Rylie Flanagan unable to 
attend due to a family func-
tion. Seniors Trey Berry, 
Ben Burroughs and River 
Chaney each played roles 
in the wins as did Cody 
Hawley, Ford Tannebaum, 
Hayden Cook, Ty Holland 
and newcomers Hunter Ja-
cobs and Jayden Hall. Fla-
nagan was a force in the first 
two games against Union 
Hill and Harleton. Senior 
Chris Chabaud is still nurs-
ing a football injury but will 

soon be ready for action af-
ter getting a medical release.

“I’m super proud of the 
boys,” said Coach Jim Reid. 
“They played with such 
heart and such effort after 
struggling for three or four 
games. We haven’t had 
much practice time hav-
ing gone to three tourna-
ments plus Thanksgiving. 
We went back to work real 
hard Wednesday and had a 
tough practice. The boys re-
sponded extremely well and 
it carried over into the tour-
nament. I could not be more 
pleased with the effort.” 

The Bulldogs opened the 
tournament with a 75-34 
trouncing of Union Hill. Af-
ter a competitive first quar-
ter saw Quitman leading 18-
10, the Bulldogs went on a 
23-9 run to take a command-
ing 41-18 lead.  Quitman 
continued their dominance 
in the final half. Reid led the 
scoring with 35 points. He 
was followed by Flanagan 
with 14, Berry nine, Bur-
roughs seven and Hawley 
and Tannebaum two each.

In their second game in 
front of a packed house 
at the high school gym, 
Reid ran off 19 first-quarter 
points with Berry hitting for 
seven and Burroughs two to 
give the Bulldogs a 28-7 lead 
over Harleton on the way to 
a 77-35 victory. Reid ended 

the contest with 43 points 
and Berry added 17.

The Bulldogs’ first big test 
was Friday evening against 
Celeste, who had come 
from behind to win 63-60 
over Alba-Golden earlier 
in the day. Berry got things 
going for Quitman with a 
three-point shot just 30 sec-
onds into the game. Reid 
hit a put-back underneath 
to make it 5-0, but Celeste 
came roaring back to tie the 
game at 5-5. After the Bull-
dogs fell behind 7-6, Berry 
buried another long range 
three to give Quitman a 9-7 
lead. Burroughs took over 
hitting five straight points 
on a jump shot and a triple 
followed by a Reid buck-
et giving Quitman a 17-11 
first-quarter lead.

Celeste fought back in the 
second quarter taking a 23-
22 lead. Reid came on in the 
final three minutes of the 
first half to score 10 points 
and give Quitman a 32-29 
lead at the half. The Bulldog 
offense led by Berry in the 
backcourt continually broke 
the Celeste press, and Haw-
ley got tough on defense 
hauling down key rebounds 
for Quitman.

The key to the game came 
in the third quarter when 
the Bulldogs went on a 12-0 
run to start the half and take 
a 44-29 lead. Berry put Quit-
man up 34-29 followed by 
a Reid bucket, a big three 
pointer from Burroughs and 
then a triple swisher from 
the left corner by Tanne-
baum making it 42-29. The 
teams traded buckets and it 
was 44-31. 

Celeste came back with a 
7-0 run to cut the score to 44-
36, but a steal and lay-up by 
Berry put the Bulldogs up 
46-36. Celeste got a three-
point play at the end of the 
quarter and set the stage for 
the final fourth period with 
Quitman leading 46-39.

Both teams got after it in 

the final eight minutes with 
Quitman getting 30 points 
and Celeste 28. The big dif-
ference came at the free 
throw line, with Quitman 
hitting on 19 of 22 charity 
tosses. Reid hit 13-14 free 
throws in the final quar-
ter and led all scorers with 
45 points. Berry put in 14 
points with Tannebaum and 
Burroughs eight each. The 
final score was 76-67. 

In their final game Quit-
man took on a talented and 
athletic Hooks squad. The 
Bulldogs took charge from 
the beginning. Although 
Hooks’ quickness on their 
press bothered the Bulldogs 
a few times, it was Quitman 
breaking that press leading 
to some fast-break buckets 
which made a difference in 
the game. 

Leading 32-23 at the half, 
Quitman got a spark from 
Tannebaum to start the 
half. The 5’7” sophomore 
played much bigger than 
his height, not only hitting a 
big three to start the half but 
another quick bucket mak-
ing it 37-25 with Quitman 
leading. Tannebaum, who 
had 14 points, continually 
battled much bigger players 

and somehow kept coming 
up with the basketball. 

The Bulldogs also got 
solid defensive and tough 
lane play from Hawley, 
who suffered an ankle inju-
ry and didn’t play much in 
the fourth quarter. Hawley 
had given the Bulldogs a 
54-43 lead on a triple from 
the left corner near the end 
of the third quarter. Hawley 
had five points and key re-
bounds throughout the first 
three quarters. A Reid free 
throw at the end of the quar-
ter put Quitman up 55-43 
going into the final stanza.

At the start of the fourth 
quarter, Reid hit a big three 
from the top of the key giv-
ing Quitman a 59-43 advan-
tage and the Bulldogs never 
looked back. The 6’3” Reid 
hit 18 of his game high 40 
points in the second half. 

Coach Reid added this 
when asked about his son, 
Jace. “Well, I’ve been doing 
this for 26 years and this 
is the first time I have ever 
had a kid go for 40 points 
three games in a row,” Reid 
explained. “And I’ve had 
some pretty good players. 
He also had 13, 11, 11 and 
eight rebounds. Part of it is 

all the kids are starting to 
gel and play well together. 
We are playing so well, I al-
most don’t want a break for 
Christmas, but the guys re-
ally need one. We will come 
back ready to play.”

The Bulldogs have had 
injury problems. “Aiden 
Corrior was out and Jayden 
Hall kind of got banged up 
in practice. Eight out of ten 
guys we had came straight 
from football, too. We 
missed Rylie the last two 
games because Rowdy (Te-
aff) got married. But we had 
some guys really step up,” 
Reid noted. “After  (Hawley) 
got hurt, River (Chaney) 
stepped up and did a great 
job. It was just a team effort 
all around. The guys just an-
swered the bell and came up 
and played extremely well.”

The four tournament wins 
raised Quitman’s record to 
9-7 going into Wednesday’s 
game against Bonham at the 
home of the Dallas Mav-
ericks, American Airlines 
Center in Dallas. There will 
be a JV contest at 1 p.m. fol-
lowed by the varsity teams 
at 2 p.m.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Alba-Golden Panthers 
went 3-1 in the Quitman 
Tournament to take home 
second place. They were 
led by all-tournament se-
lections senior Jon Michael 
Chadwick and sophomore 
Hayden Weissert.

The Panthers routed 
Union Hill 66-16 in the open-
ing game and followed with 
a thrilling 48-46 win over 
neighbor Winnsboro. Their 
only loss came in game three 
to Celeste 63-60 after leading 
for most of the game. They 
came back with a big 68-52 
win over Hooks in the final 
game.  

The two-point win over 
Winnsboro was one of the 
best games of the tourna-
ment. The teams battled 
evenly throughout. 

The Panthers fell behind 
5-0 before Weissert hit a 
bucket to make it 5-2. Winns-
boro went up 7-2. Chadwick 

and Jacob Daily hit baskets 
but the Raiders still led 9-6. 
The Panthers first lead came 
on a Chadwick bucket with 
2:19 left in the quarter mak-
ing it 12-11. Winnsboro got 
a late three pointer and the 
Raiders led 16-14 after one 
quarter. 

Winnsboro led 21-17 with 
four minutes left in the half, 
and that’s when Alba-Gold-
en made a 12-0 run led by 
Chadwick’s eight points 
including a buzzer-beating 
three and four from Boedie 
Baker giving the Panthers a 
29-21 lead at intermission.

The Raiders clawed their 
way back slowly, holding 
Chadwick in check. Baker 
came through for the Pan-
thers with five points. A 
Daily put back gave the Pan-
thers a 39-33 lead. The Raid-
ers made it 39-36 going into 
the final quarter.

The Panthers started the 
fourth quarter with a triple 
from Weissert gaining a 42-
36 edge. Winnsboro took 
the lead at 46-44 with 3:20 
left. Tough defense by Al-
ba-Golden kept the Raiders 
scoreless the rest of the way. 
A Chadwick bucket tied the 
game at 44-44. Daily hit a 
shot with 23 ticks left to give 
the Panthers the victory.

Alba-Golden and Winns-
boro ended the tournament 
with identical 3-1 records, 
but the Panthers took sec-
ond place due to their head 
to head win.  

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

A pair of first quarter slow 
starts spelled defeat for the 
Quitman Lady Bulldogs last 
week. 

Friday night at Commerce, 
the Quitman girls fell be-
hind in the first quarter 13-4 
and were down 24-10 at the 
half. They played a better 
second half scoring 25 points 
to Commerce’s 29 in the 53-
35 loss.

Maddy Whitehurst led the 
way with 17 points while hit-
ting 9-9 free throws. She also 
had nine rebounds. Ava Bur-
roughs scored seven points 
and had seven rebounds. 
Madison Pence added six 
points, Shelby Hayes four 
and Reiny Luman one. 

The Lady Bulldogs trav-
eled to Bland last Tuesday 

and fell 40-19. They Lady 
Bulldogs dug themselves a 
hole in the first quarter fall-
ing behind 18-2. They came 
back with a seven-point sec-
ond quarter and held Bland 
to just four points, cutting 
into the lead and going to in-
termission down 22-9. Quit-
man was able to score only 
10 second-half points to 18 
for Bland, leading to the loss.

Burroughs had 10 points 
and Whitehurst added five 
points along with seven re-
bounds. Lindsay Hornaday 
had two points with Luman 
and Kynlie Love each hitting 
one free throw. 

The Lady Bulldogs were set 
to open District 12-3A Tues-
day at home against Lone 
Oak before going to Tyler 
All-Saints Friday and play-
ing in the Hawkins Tourna-
ment over the holidays.

Alba-Golden boys take second 
in Quitman hoops tournament

1st Place  –  Jimmie Baugh-
mann, Carter Goth, Robert 
Carlson, David Cartwright 
13 under par

2nd Place Tie – Kent Mul-
lins, J.D.Robbins, Stoney 
Burke, Bill Mince 12 under 
par; Elroy Doggett, Rick 
Stone, Carlys Yelverton, 
C.K.Baker 12 under par

Closest to the pin:
#5 Carter Goth, #9 Kent 

Mullins, #18 Stan Kinstley.

Named to the all-tournament team for Quitman were, from left, Trey Berry, 
Jace Reid and Ben Burroughs, shown with the team championship trophy. 
(Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Tim Mitchell, 15, fights for the rebound for the Alba-Golden Panthers against  
Winnsboro in the Quitman tournament. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Slow starts thwart Quitman

Mineola CC   
senior scramble


